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Rev. Justin Taylor, Rector
V. Rev. Lawrence Russell, Pastor Emeritus (Retired, Attached)
FrJustin@odox.org
www.odox.org
Confessions:
During & after Vespers, before Divine Liturgy, or by Appointment

Upcoming Services

Sunday, July 19
9:40 am 3rd & 6th Hours
10 am Divine Liturgy

NO VESPERS Saturday, July 25

Sunday, July 26
9:40 am 3rd & 6th Hours
10 am Divine Liturgy

* Fr Justin will be away this week. For

any pastoral emergencies (death/hospital
visit), please contact Fr John Finley
(805-298-2524).

Fr John Finley will also be serving the
Divine Liturgy on Sunday, July 26 (NO
VESPERS on Sat 7/25). Please welcome
him!

* Our next catechesis class will be

Sunday, 8/2 after Divine Liturgy.

Many Years!
7/21: Nikolai Taylor (Birthday)

7/22: Leanna Marchell (Birthday)

Sunday, July 19th

7th Sunday After Pentecost (Tone 6)
Romans 15:1-7
Matthew 9:27-35

The Fathers of the First Six Ecumenical
Councils

In the Ninth Article of the Nicea-Constantinople
Symbol of Faith proclaimed by the holy Fathers of
the First and Second Ecumenical Councils, we
confess our faith in “One, Holy, Catholic, and
Apostolic Church.” By virtue of the catholic nature
of the Church, an Ecumenical Council is the
Church'’s supreme authority, and possesses the
competence to resolve major questions of church
life. An Ecumenical Council is comprised of
archpastors and pastors of the Church, and
representatives of all the local Churches, from
every land of the “oikumene” (i.e. from all the
whole inhabited world).

The Orthodox Church acknowledges Seven Holy
Ecumenical Councils:

The First Ecumenical Council (Nicea I) (May 29,
and also on seventh Sunday after Pascha) was
convened in the year 325 against the heresy of
Arius, in the city of Nicea in Bithynia under Saint
Constantine the Great, Equal of the Apostles.

The Second Ecumenical Council (Constantinople
I) (May 22) was convened in the year 381 against



the heresy of Macedonias, by the emperor
Theodosius the Great.

The Third Ecumenical Council (Ephesus)
(September 9) was convened in the year 431 against
the heresy of Nestorius, in the city of Ephesus by
the emperor Theodosius the Younger.

The Fourth Ecumenical Council (Chalcedon) (July
16) was convened in the year 451, against the
Monophysite heresy, in the city of Chalcedon
under the emperor Marcian.

The Fifth Ecumenical Council (Constantinople II)
(July 25) “Concerning the Three Chapters,” was
convened in the year 553, under the emperor
Justinian the Great.

The Sixth Ecumenical Council (Constantinople III)
(January 23) met during the years 680-681, to fight
the Monothelite heresy, under the emperor
Constantine Pogonatos.

The fact that the Seventh Ecumenical Council
(Nicea II) is not commemorated today testifies to
the antiquity of today’s celebration. The Seventh
Council, commemorated on the Sunday nearest to
October 11, was convened at Nicea in the year 787
against the Iconoclast heresy, under the emperor
Constantine and his mother Irene.

The Church venerates the Holy Fathers of the
Ecumenical Councils because Christ has
established them as “lights upon the earth,”
guiding us to the true Faith. “Clad in the garment
of truth,” the doctrine of the Fathers, based upon
the preaching of the Apostles, has established one
faith for the Church. The Ecumenical Councils,
are the highest authority in the Church. Such
Councils, guided by the grace of the Holy Spirit,
and accepted by the Church, are infallible.

The Orthodox Church’s conciliar definitions of
dogma have the highest authority, and such
definitions always begin with the Apostolic
formula: “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to
us..” (Acts 15: 28).

The Ecumenical Councils were always convened
for a specific reason: to combat false opinions and
heresies, and to clarify the Orthodox Church’s
teaching. But the Holy Spirit has thus seen fit, that
the dogmas, the truths of faith, immutable in their
content and scope, constantly and consequently
are revealed by the conciliar mind of the Church,
and are given precision by the holy Fathers within
theological concepts and terms in exactly such
measure as is needed by the Church itself for its
economy of salvation. The Church, in expounding
its dogmas, is dealing with the concerns of a given
historical moment, “not revealing everything in
haste and thoughtlessly, nor indeed, ultimately
hiding something” (Saint Gregory the Theologian).

Please pray for...

Archpriest Matthew Tate; Archpriest Lawrence
Farley; Joe (Sunday’s brother); Thomas; Helen;
Marija (cancer); Maria; the nun Paraskeva and her
mother Radojka; Ginny; the newborn Sieglinda (for
health); Derek (Nektarios) for employment/housing
assistance; Miles (Larissa’s grandson); Zoi and
Valeri (Oxana’s parents); Natalia (Nina Slater’s
sister); Maria Carmen (Joseph Nuno’s mother);
Carol (Edie’s mother); the child Rastko; Vasilije;
Sophia; Steve; Alexis; Angelina; the child Uriah;
Anna (sick); Alexis; Shawn; Claude; Olga (recovery
from surgery); Kyle; Virginia (cancer); Lana; Ben,
Maggie, Ada, and Stevie; Alexandra (health); Joseb;
Seraphima; Tomica; Tina (Joseb’s mother); Laura
(Roger’s wife); the child Stefan; Hannah; Jonah;
Lydia; Alexandra (recovery from surgery); Luci
(recovery from surgery)...

..Emma Saperstein and the child to be born of her,
and Scott; Leanna Marchell and the child to be
born of her, Brandon, Elizabeth, and Margaret;
Luisa and the newborn child (Fetzko’s friend));
Nevena and the child to be born of her (Brown's
friend); Julie and the newborn Callen (MacLane
family); Matushka Rachel and the child to be born
of her; Michelle Millar and the child to be born of
her, and Scott...

..The newly departed Hieromonk Alexis, Helen
(Donna Wheatley); George (Lana Clemen'’s cousin);
Ralph; Manwa Fadel (Samir’s aunt).



