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Upcoming Services 
 

Sunday, June 14 
(All American Saints) 

9:15 am Chrismations 
10 am Divine Liturgy 

 
Friday, June 19 

(Holy Apostle Jude) 
8:40 am 3rd & 6th Hours 

9 am Divine Liturgy 
6 pm Akathist to the Theotokos, 

Nurturer of Children 
 

Saturday, June 20 
5:30 pm Great Vespers 

 
Sunday, June 21 

9:40 am 3rd & 6th Hours 
10 am Divine Liturgy 

1 pm Catechesis/Inquirers Class 
 

Apostles’ Fast: Fish, Wine, & Oil are allowed on 
Sat/Sun. Fr Justin & Fr Lawrence will be available 
for Confession during/after Vespers, before 
Liturgy, or by appointment. 
 
Many Years! 6/17: Cynthia Santiago (Birthday); 
6/19: Judah Bell (Name’s Day) 

Sunday, June 14 
Tone 1 

Romans 2:10-16 
Matthew 4:18-23 

 
Synaxis of the Saints of North America 

 
On the second Sunday after Pentecost, each local 
Orthodox Church commemorates all the saints, 
known and unknown, who have shone forth in its 
territory. Accordingly, the Orthodox Church in 
America remembers the saints of North America 
on this day. 
 
Although it is a relatively young church, the 
Orthodox Church in America has produced saints 
in nearly all of the six major categories of saints: 
Apostles (and Equals of the Apostles); Martyrs (and 
Confessors); Prophets; Hierarchs; Monastic Saints; 
and the Righteous. Prophets, of course, lived in 
Old Testament times and predicted the coming of 
Christ. 
 
On September 24, 1794, after a journey of 7,327 
miles (the longest missionary journey in Orthodox 
history) and 293 days, a group of monks from 
Valaam arrived on Kodiak Island in Alaska. The 
mission was headed by Archimandrite Joasaph, 
and included Hieromonks Juvenal, Macarius, and 
Athanasius, the Hierodeacons Nectarius and 
Stephen, and the monks Herman and Joasaph. 
Saint Herman of Alaska (December 13, August 9), 
the last surviving member of the mission, fell 
asleep in the Lord in 1837. 



 
Throughout the Church’s history, the seeds of faith 
have always been watered by the blood of the 
martyrs. The Protomartyr Juvenal was killed near 
Lake Iliamna by natives in 1799, thus becoming 
the first Orthodox Christian to shed his blood for 
Christ in the New World. In 1816, Saint Peter the 
Aleut was put to death by Spanish missionaries in 
California when he refused to convert to Roman 
Catholicism. 
 
Missionary efforts continued in the nineteenth 
century, with outreach to the native peoples of 
Alaska. Two of the most prominent laborers in 
Christ’s Vineyard were Saint Innocent and Saint 
Jacob Netsvetov, who translated Orthodox services 
and books into the native languages. Father Jacob 
Netsvetev died in Sitka in 1864 after a life of 
devoted service to the Church. Father John 
Veniaminov, after his wife’s death, received 
monastic tonsure with the name Innocent. He died 
in 1879 as the Metropolitan of Moscow. 
 
On March 25, 1891, Bishop Vladimir went to 
Minneapolis to receive Saint Alexis Toth (May 7) 
and 361 of his parishioners into the Orthodox 
Church. This was the beginning of the return of 
many Uniates to Orthodoxy. 
 
Saint Tikhon came to America as bishop of the 
diocese of the Aleutians and Alaska in September 
1898. As the only Orthodox bishop on the 
continent, Saint Tikhon traveled extensively 
throughout North America in order to minister to 
his widely scattered and diverse flock. He realized 
that the local church here could not be a 
permanent extension of the Russian Church. 
Therefore, he focused his efforts on giving the 
American Church a diocesan and parish structure 
which would help it mature and grow. 
 
Saint Tikhon returned to Russia in 1907, and was 
elected as Patriarch of Moscow ten years later. He 
died in 1925, and for many years his exact burial 
place remained unknown. Saint Tikhon’s grave 
was discovered on February 22, 1992 in the smaller 
cathedral of Our Lady of the Don in the Don 
Monastery when a fire made renovation of the 
church necessary. 

 
Saint Raphael of Brooklyn (February 27) was the 
first Orthodox bishop to be consecrated in North 
America. Archimandrite Raphael Hawaweeny was 
consecrated by Bishop Tikhon and Bishop 
Innocent (Pustynsky) at Saint Nicholas Cathedral 
in New York on March 13, 1904. As Bishop of 
Brooklyn, Saint Raphael was a trusted and capable 
assistant to Saint Tikhon in his archpastoral 
ministry. Saint Raphael reposed on February 27, 
1915. 
 
In addition to the saints listed above, we also 
honor those saints who are known only to God, 
and have not been recognized officially by the 
Church. As we contemplate the lives of these 
saints, let us remember that we are also called by 
God to a life of holiness. 

 
Please pray for… 
 
Archpriest Matthew; Archpriest Lawrence Farley; 
Joe (Sunday’s brother); Thomas; Helen; Marija 
(cancer); Maria; the nun Paraskeva and her mother 
Radojka; Ginny; the newborn Sieglinda (for 
health); Derek (Nektarios) for employment/housing 
assistance; Miles (Larissa’s grandson); Zoi and 
Valeri (Oxana’s parents); Natalia (Nina Slater’s 
sister); Maria Carmen (Joseph Nuno’s mother); 
Carol (Edie’s mother); the child Rastko; Vasilije; 
Sophia; Steve; Alexis; Angelina; Helen (cancer); the 
child Uriah; Anna (sick); Alexis; Shawn; Claude; 
Olga (recovery from surgery); Kyle; Virginia 
(cancer); Lana; Ben, Maggie, Ada, and Stevie; 
Alexandra (health); Joseb; Seraphima; Tomica; 
Tina (Joseb’s mother); Laura (Roger’s wife); the 
child Stefan… 
 
…Emma Saperstein and the child to be born of her, 
and Scott; Leanna Marchell and the child to be 
born of her, Brandon, Elizabeth, and Margaret; 
Luisa and the newborn child (Fetzko’s friend)); 
Nevena and the child to be born of her (Brown’s 
friend); Julie and the newborn Callen (MacLane 
family); Matushka Rachel and the child to be born 
of her… 
 
…The newly departed Sonia, Warren, Jimmy 


