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Confessions:
During & after Vespers, before Divine Liturgy, or by Appointment

Upcoming Services

Sunday, May 24
(Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council)
9:40 am 3rd & 6th Hours
10 am Divine Liturgy

Thursday, May 28
8:40 am 3rd & 6th Hours

9 am Divine Liturgy

Friday, May 29
6 pm Akathist for the Departed

Saturday, May 30
5:30 pm Great Vespers

Sunday, May 31
(Feast of Pentecost)

9:40 am 3rd & 6th Hours
10 am Divine Liturgy
11:30 am Kneeling Vespers of Pentecost

Many Years!

5/25: Christian Richey & Christian Aguilar
(Name's Day)

5:26: Lucy Abboud (Name’s Day)

Sunday, May 24

Sunday of the 1st Ecumenical Council (Tone 6)
Acts 20:16-18, 28-36
John 17:1-13

Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the

First Ecumenical Council

The Commemoration of the First Ecumenical
Council has been celebrated by the Church from
ancient times.

Persecution of Christians ceased during the fourth
century, but heresies arose within the Church
itself. One of the most pernicious of these heresies
was Arianism. Arius, a priest of Alexandria, was a
man of immense pride and ambition. In denying
the divine nature of Jesus Christ and His equality
with God the Father, Arius falsely taught that the
Savior is not consubstantial with the Father, but is
only a created being.

A local Council, convened with Patriarch
Alexander of Alexandria presiding, condemned the
false teachings of Arius. However, Arius would not
submit to the authority of the Church. He wrote to
many bishops, denouncing the decrees of the local
Council. He spread his false teaching throughout
the East, receiving support from certain Eastern
bishops.

Investigating these dissentions, the holy emperor
Constantine (May 21) consulted Bishop Hosius of
Cordova (Aug. 27), who assured him that the



heresy of Arius was directed against the most
fundamental dogma of Christ’s Church, and so he
decided to convene an Ecumenical Council. In the
year 325, 318 bishops representing Christian
Churches from various lands gathered together at
Nicea.

Among the assembled bishops were many
confessors who had suffered during the
persecutions, and who bore the marks of torture
upon their bodies. Also participating in the
Council were several great luminaries of the
Church: Saint Nicholas, Archbishop of Myra in
Lycia (December 6 and May 9), Saint Spyridon,
Bishop of Tremithos (December 12), and others
venerated by the Church as holy Fathers.

With Patriarch Alexander of Alexandria came his
deacon, Athanasius [who later became Patriarch of
Alexandria (May 2 and January 18)]. He is called
“the Great,” for he was a zealous champion for the
purity of Orthodoxy. In the Sixth Ode of the Canon
for today’s Feast, he is referred to as “the
thirteenth Apostle.”

The emperor Constantine presided over the
sessions of the Council. In his speech, responding
to the welcome by Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea,
he said, “God has helped me cast down the
impious might of the persecutors, but more
distressful for me than any blood spilled in battle
is for a soldier, is the internal strife in the Church
of God, for it is more ruinous.”

Arius, with seventeen bishops among his
supporters, remained arrogant, but his teaching
was repudiated and he was excommunicated from
the Church. In his speech, the holy deacon
Athanasius conclusively refuted the blasphemous
opinions of Arius.

The heresiarch Arius is depicted in iconography
sitting on Satan’s knees, or in the mouth of the
Beast of the Deep (Rev. 13).

The Fathers of the Council declined to accept a
Symbol of Faith (Creed) proposed by the Arians.
Instead, they affirmed the Orthodox Symbol of

Faith.

Saint Constantine asked the Council to insert into
the text of the Symbol of Faith the word
“consubstantial,” which he had heard in the
speeches of the bishops. The Fathers of the
Council unanimously accepted this suggestion.

In the Nicean Creed, the holy Fathers set forth and
confirmed the Apostolic teachings about Christ’s
divine nature. The heresy of Arius was exposed
and repudiated as an error of haughty reason.

Also decided was the date for the celebration of
Holy Pascha. By decision of the Council, Holy
Pascha should not be celebrated by Christians on
the same day with the Jewish Passover, but on the
first Sunday after the first full moon of the vernal
equinox (which occured on March 22 in 325).

Please pray for...

Archpriest Matthew; Archpriest Lawrence Farley;
Joe (Sunday’s brother); Thomas; Helen; Marija
(cancer); Maria; the nun Paraskeva and her mother
Radojka; Ginny; the newborn Sieglinda (for
health); Derek (Nektarios) for employment/housing
assistance; Miles (Larissa’s grandson); Zoi and
Valeri (Oxana’s parents); Natalia (Nina Slater’s
sister); Maria Carmen (Joseph Nuno’s mother);
Carol (Edie’s mother); the child Rastko; Vasilije;
Sophia; Steve; Alexis; Angelina; Helen (cancer); the
child Uriah; Anna (sick); Alexis; Shawn; Claude;
Olga (recovery from surgery); Kyle; Virginia
(cancer); Lana; Ben, Maggie, Ada, and Stevie;
Alexandra (health); Joseb; Seraphima...

..Emma Saperstein and the child to be born of her,
and Scott; Leanna Marchell and the child to be
born of her, Brandon, Elizabeth, and Margaret;
Luisa and the newborn child (Fetzko’s friend);
Angelina and the children to be born of her
(Brown’s friend); Nevena and the child to be born
of her (Brown’s friend)...

..The newly departed Sergie, Sonia



