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The Typika  
arranged to be read or sung in the absence of a priest    

 

Sunday, August 2, 2020 
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost • Tone 7 • Translation of the Relics of the 
Protomartyr and Archdeacon Stephen from Jerusalem to Constantinople  

(ca. 428) 
 

*The Service takes place in front of our Icon Corners* 
 

Senior Reader:  Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our 
God, have mercy on us.  
 
Reader: Amen.  
   
[If the hours be read first, we do not repeat the Trisagion prayers here, but go straight to 
the first Antiphon.]  
   
Reader: Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee. 
   
O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth,  
Who art everywhere present and fillest all things;  
Treasury of Blessings, and Giver of Life: 
come and abide in us,  
and cleanse us from every impurity,  
and save our souls, O Good One.  
   
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.  
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.  
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.  
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.  
   
O most-holy Trinity, have mercy on us.  
O Lord, cleanse us from our sins.   
O Master, pardon our transgressions.  
O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy name's sake.  
   
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.  
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.  
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Our Father,  
Who art in the heavens,  
hallowed be Thy name.   
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from the evil one.   
 
Reader: Lord, have mercy. Twelve times.  
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.   
 

O come let us worship God our King. 
O come let us worship and fall down before Christ our King and God. 
O come let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, our King and God. 
   

The First Antiphon of the Typika  
Psalm 102  

   
[The verses not in bold are sometimes omitted.] 

 
Note:  The festal antiphons can be used in place of the typical psalms, as at a liturgy, when they are 

appointed. 

   
Bless the Lord, O my soul;  
              Blessèd art Thou, O Lord!  
Bless the Lord, O my soul;  
and all that is within me, bless His holy name!  
Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and forget not all His benefits,  
Who forgives all thine iniquity,  
Who heals all thy diseases,  
   
Who redeems thy life from the Pit,  
Who crowns thee with steadfast love and mercy,  
Who satisfies thee with good as long as thou shalt live  
so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's.  
The Lord works vindication  
and justice for all who are oppressed.  
He made known His ways to Moses,  
His acts to the people of Israel.    



 3 

The Lord is compassionate and merciful,  
long-suffering and of great goodness.  
He will not always chide,  
nor will He keep His anger for ever.  
He does not deal with us according to our sins,  
nor requite us according to our iniquities.  
For as the heavens are high above the earth,  
so great is His steadfast love toward those who fear Him;  
as far as the east is from the west,  
so far does He remove our transgressions from us.  
As a father pities his sons,  
so the Lord pities those who fear Him.  
For He knows our frame;  
He remembers that we are dust.  
As for man, his days are like grass;  
he flourishes like a flower of the field;  
for the wind passes over it, and it is gone,  
and its place knows it no more.  
But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting  
upon those who fear Him,  
and His righteousness to sons’ sons,  
to those who keep His covenant  
and remember to do His commandments.  
The Lord has established His throne in the heavens,  
and His kingdom rules over all.  
Bless the Lord, all ye His angels,  
ye mighty ones who do His word,  
hearkening to the voice of His words!  
Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts,  
His ministers that do His will!  
Bless the Lord, all ye His works,  
in all places of His dominion.   
   
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.  
   
Bless the Lord, O my soul!  
              Blessèd art Thou, O Lord!  
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The Second Antiphon of the Typika  
Psalm 145 

   
[The verses not in bold are sometimes omitted.] 
   
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
Praise the Lord, O my soul!  
I will praise the Lord as long as I live;  
I will sing praises to my God while I have being.  
Put not your trust in princes,  
in sons of men, in whom there is no salvation.  
When his breath departs he returns to his earth;  
on that very day his plans perish.  
Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob,  
whose hope is in the Lord his God,  
Who made heaven and earth,  
the sea, and all that is in them;  
Who keeps faith for ever;  
Who executes justice for the oppressed;  
Who gives food to the hungry.  
The Lord sets the prisoners free;  
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.  
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;  
the Lord loves the righteous.  
The Lord watches over the sojourners,  
He upholds the widow and the fatherless;  
but the way of the wicked He will bring to ruin.  
The Lord will reign for ever,  
thy God, O Zion, to all generations.  
   
Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.  
 

Only-begotten Son and Immortal Word of God,  
Who for our salvation didst will to be incarnate of the Holy Theotokos and  
 Ever-Virgin Mary,  
and without change didst become man  
and wast crucified, O Christ our God, trampling down death by death,  
Who art one of the Holy Trinity,  
glorified with the Father and the Holy Spirit:  
save us. 
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The Third Antiphon of the Typika  
The Beatitudes [Matthew 5:3-12]  

   
In Thy Kingdom, remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.  
Blessèd are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
Blessèd are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.  
Blessèd are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.  
Blessèd are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be 
    filled.  
 

Blessèd are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.  
 
The fruit which slew me was beautiful and good to eat; but Christ is the Tree of 
life, and eating of Him I do not die, but cry out with the thief: Remember me, O 
Lord, in Thy kingdom! 
 
Blessèd are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.  
 
O Compassionate One, Who wast lifted up upon the Cross, Thou hast erased the 
record of Adam’s ancient sin, and hast saved the whole human race from 
deception. Wherefore, we hymn Thee, O Lord and Benefactor. 
 
Blessèd are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God.  
 
Thou didst nail our sins to the Cross, O compassionate Christ, and by Thy death 
Thou didst slay death, O Thou Who didst raise up the dead from among the 
dead. Wherefore, we worship Thy holy resurrection. 
 
Blessèd are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the   
 kingdom of heaven.  
 
The serpent once poured its venom into the ears of Eve; but on the tree of the 
Cross Christ poured forth the sweetness of life upon the world. Wherefore, we 
cry out: Remember us, O Lord, in Thy kingdom! 
  

Blessèd are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all 
manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  

 
Thou wast laid in the tomb as one dead, O Christ, Thou Life of all; and Thou 
didst break down the gates of hades; and having risen again in glory on the third 
day as One mighty, Thou hast illumined all. Glory to Thine arising!  
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Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in the heavens. 
  
Having risen from the dead on the third day, the Lord bestowed His peace upon 
His disciples; and having blessed them, He sent them forth, saying: Lead all into 
My kingdom! 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
 
Into the hands of the Creator didst thou surrender thy spirit, and, rejoicing, 
the hosts of heaven received as a comrade thee who, before on earth, wast 
equal to the angels and now hast joined their choirs, unceasingly chanting: Ye 
children, bless; ye priests, hymn; ye people, exalt Him supremely for all ages! 
 
Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.  
 
Thou wast a vessel of unwaning Light, O most pure one, for thou gavest birth 
unto the Light of them that are in darkness and shadow and Who illumineth all 
with the grace of the knowledge of God. To Him do we, the faithful, unceasingly 
chant: Ye children, bless; ye priests, hymn; ye people, exalt Him supremely for all 
ages! 
 
(If desired, “O come, let us worship …”, the Troparion, and the Trisagion may be 
sung/read here before the Prokeimena:  
    

O come, let us worship  
cf. Psalm 94:6  

   
O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ;  
O Son of God, Who didst rise from the dead, save us who sing unto Thee:  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

Troparia  
 

Troparion of the Resurrection – Tone 7 
 
By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death, 
to the thief Thou didst open paradise. 
For the Myrrh-bearers Thou didst change weeping into joy, 
and Thou didst command Thine Apostles, O Christ God,  
to proclaim that Thou didst arise,  
and grantest to the world great mercy. 
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Troparion of the Annunciation – Tone 4 
 
Today is the beginning of our salvation, 
the revelation of the eternal mystery. 
The Son of God becomes the Son of the Virgin, 
and Gabriel announces the coming of grace; 
together with him let us cry to the Theotokos: 
Rejoice, thou who art full of grace, 
the Lord is with thee! 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
 
Troparion to Saint Stephen – Tone 4 
 
For the sufferings which thou didst endure for Christ God,  
thy head hath been crowned with a royal diadem, O Stephen, first among them  

that have suffered;  
for, having denounced the insanity of the Jews,  
thou didst behold thy Savior at the right hand of the Father.  
Him do thou therefore entreat in behalf of our souls. 
 
Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 
Resurrectional Dismissal Theotokion – Tone 4 
 
The mystery of all eternity, 
unknown even by angels, 
through thee, O Theotokos, is revealed to those on earth: 
God incarnate by union without confusion. 
He voluntarily accepted the Cross for us, 
by which He resurrected the first-created man, 
saving our souls from death. 
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The Trisagion 
 

*When “As Many as Have Been Baptized…” or “Before Thy Cross…” are appointed, 

they are sung in place of the Trisagion. 

   
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.  
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.  
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
  now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.  
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.  
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.  
   

Prokeimenon 
 

Reader: The Prokeimenon in the Seventh Tone: The Lord will give strength unto 
His people; the Lord will bless His people with peace. 
 
Choir: The Lord will give strength unto His people; the Lord will bless His people 
with peace. 
 
Reader: Bring unto the Lord, ye sons of God, bring unto the Lord the sons of 
rams. 
 
Choir: The Lord will give strength unto His people; the Lord will bless His people 
with peace. 
 
Reader: The Lord will give strength unto His people; 
 
Choir: The Lord will bless His people with peace. 
 

Epistle 
 
Reader: The reading from the First Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the 
Corinthians: 
   
Brethren, I beseech you, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak 
the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be 
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. For it hath 
been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of 
Chloë, that there are contentions among you. Now this I say, that every one of 
you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is 
Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of 
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Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius; lest any 
should say that I had baptized in mine own name. And I baptized also the 
household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized any other. For 
Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of 
words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. For the preaching 
of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is 
the power of God. 
 
Reader: Alleluia in the Seventh Tone: 

 

Alleluia  
 

Reader: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. It is good to give praise unto the Lord, and to 
chant unto Thy name, O Most High. 
 
Choir: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 
Reader: To proclaim in the morning Thy mercy, and Thy truth by night. 
 
Choir: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

The Gospel  
 
Reader: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
   
Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, Glory to Thee!  
   
Senior Reader: At that time, Jesus saw a great multitude, and was moved with 
compassion toward them, and he healed their sick. And when it was evening, his 
disciples came to him, saying, This is a desert place, and the time is now past; 
send the multitude away, that they may go into the villages, and buy themselves 
victuals. But Jesus said unto them, They need not depart; give ye them to eat. 
And they say unto him, We have here but five loaves, and two fishes. He said, 
Bring them hither to me. And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the 
grass, and took the five loaves, and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he 
blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples, and the disciples to the 
multitude. And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the 
fragments that remained twelve baskets full. And they that had eaten were about 
five thousand men, beside women and children. And straightway Jesus 
constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto the other 
side, while he sent the multitudes away. 
 
Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, Glory to Thee!  
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Choir:   [In the 6th Sticheron tone]  
   
Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.  
Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.  
Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.  
   
The heavenly choir sings Thy praises, crying:  
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth;   
heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.  
   
Verse: Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. 
                
The heavenly choir sings Thy praises, crying:  
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth;   
heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 
   
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
 
The choir of Holy angels and archangels, with all the host of heaven, sings Thy 

praises, crying:  
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth;  
heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 
 
In plain chant: 
 Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 
The Creed  

 

[Note: This may be sung to a melody of the choir director’s choosing, or simply read] 
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.   
   
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God,  
the Only-begotten, begotten of the Father before all ages;   
Light of Light, true God of true God;  
begotten, not made; of one essence with the Father, by Whom all things were  
 made;  
Who for us men, and for our salvation, came down from the heavens, 
and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became man; 
And was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate,  
and suffered, and was buried; 
and arose again on the third day according to the Scriptures; 
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And ascended into the heavens, and sitteth at the right hand of the Father;  
And shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead;  
Whose kingdom shall have no end.   
   
And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life; Who proceedeth from the  

Father;  
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;  

Who spake by the prophets.   
In One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.   
I confess one baptism for the remission of sins.   
I look for the resurrection of the dead,  
And the life of the age to come.  Amen.   
   
Reader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and 
involuntary, in deed and word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by 
night, in mind and thought; forgive us all things, for Thou art good and the 
Lover of mankind. 

 
The Lord's Prayer  

 

Choir (Reader):  
 
Our Father,  
Who art in the heavens,  
hallowed be Thy name.   
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from the evil one.   
   
Senior Reader (Reader):  O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. 
 
Choir (Reader): Amen. 
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Kontakia 
 
Kontakion of the Resurrection – Tone 7 
 
The dominion of death  
no longer will be able to keep men captive;  
for Christ hath descended, demolishing and destroying its powers. 
Hades is bound; the prophets rejoice with one voice, saying:  
A Savior hath come for them that have faith.  
Come forth, ye faithful, for the Resurrection. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
 
Kontakion to Saint Stephen – Tone 6 
 
Thou wast the first to be sown on the earth by the heavenly Husbandman, 

O most laudable Stephen,  
and thou wast the first on earth to shed thy blood for Christ, O blessèd one;  
first hast thou been to be crowned with the wreath of victory in the heavens,  
O first among athletes, crown-bearer, who wast first among martyrs.  
 
Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 
Kontakion of the Annunciation – Tone 8 
 
O Victorious Leader of triumphant hosts! 
We, thy servants, delivered from evil,  
sing our grateful thanks to thee, O Theotokos! 
As thou dost possess invincible might set us free from every calamity  
so that we may sing: Rejoice, O Unwedded Bride! 
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Reader: Lord, have mercy.  Twelve times. 
  
O All-Holy Trinity,  
the consubstantial dominion,  
the indivisible Kingdom,  
and cause of every Good:  
Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner;  
make steadfast my heart and grant it understanding, and take away mine every  
 defilement;  
enlighten my mind that I may glorify, hymn, worship, and say: 
 
Choir:  One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 
 

Reader:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now and ever, 
and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 
Psalm 33 

 
Note:  This may be sung, or simply read. 

 

I will bless the Lord at all times,  
His praise shall continually be in my mouth.  
In the Lord shall my soul be praised;  
let the meek hear and be glad.  
O magnify the Lord with me,  
and let us exalt His name together.  
I sought the Lord, and He heard me,  
and delivered me from all my tribulations.  
Come unto Him, and be enlightened,  
and your faces shall not be ashamed.  
This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him,  
and saved him out of all his tribulations.  
The angel of the Lord will encamp round about them that fear Him,  
and will deliver them.  
O taste and see that the Lord is good;  
blessèd is the man that hopeth in Him.  
O fear the Lord, all ye His saints;  
for there is no want to them that fear Him.  
Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry;  
but they that seek the Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing.  
Come ye children, hearken unto me;  
I will teach you the fear of the Lord.  
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What man is there that desireth life,  
who loveth to see good days?  
Keep thy tongue from evil,  
and thy lips from speaking guile.  
Turn away from evil, and do good;  
seek peace, and pursue it.  
The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous,  
and His ears are opened unto their supplication.  
The face of the Lord is against them that do evil,  
utterly to destroy the remembrance of them from the earth.  
The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them,  
and He delivered them out of all their tribulations.  
The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart,  
and He will save the humble of spirit.  
Many are the tribulations of the righteous,  
and the Lord shall deliver them out of them all.  
The Lord keepeth all their bones,  
not one of them shall be broken.  
The death of sinners is evil,  
and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong.  
The Lord will redeem the souls of His servants,  
and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him. 
   

Megalynarion 
 

Note: When appointed on feast days, the appointed Zadostoinik can be sung instead of “It is truly meet….”  
During lent, or any other time the liturgy of St. Basil would be appointed, “All of creation rejoices in 

thee…” may also be sung. 

 
It is truly meet to bless thee, the Theotokos,  
ever-blessèd and most blameless, and Mother of Our God.  
More honorable than the Cherubim,  
and beyond compare more glorious than the Seraphim,  
who without corruption gavest birth to God the Word,  
the very Theotokos, thee do we magnify.   
 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages.   
 

Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.   
 

O Lord, Bless.  
   
(The Dismissal is read, facing the East, rather than facing the people):  
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Thou that didst rise from the dead,  
O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,  
for the sake of the prayers of Thy most pure Mother,  
of our holy and God-bearing fathers,  
of the Holy Protomartyr and Archdeacon Stephen, the Translation of whose 
Relics from Jerusalem to Constantinople we celebrate today; of the Righteous 
Nicodemus, Gamaliel, and Abibas, the finding of whose Relics we celebrate 
today; of the Hieromartyr Stephen, Pope of Rome, and those with him; of the 
Blessèd Vasily of Kubénsk; and of the Blessèd Vasily (Basil) of Moscow, Fool-for-
Christ; whose memory we commemorate today;  
and of all the saints whose memory we celebrate today,  
and all the saints,  
have mercy on us and save us,  
for Thou art good and the Lover of mankind.  
   
Choir:  Amen.  
 
At this point the Synaxarion, or some other edifying material may be read.  
 

On this day, the 2nd of August, we commemorate the Translation of the Relics 
of the Protomartyr and Archdeacon Stephen from Jerusalem to 
Constantinople. The Transfer of the Relics of the Holy Protomartyr Stephen 
from Jerusalem to Constantinople took place about the year 428. After the holy 
Protomartyr Archdeacon Stephen was stoned by the Jews, they left his holy body 
unburied to be devoured by the beasts and birds. After a day and a night the 
renowned Jewish teacher of the Law, Gamaliel, sent people to take up the body 
of the Protomartyr. Gamaliel buried him on his own property, in his own tomb, 
not far from Jerusalem. When the Lord’s secret disciple Nicodemus died, 
Gamaliel also buried him near the grave of Saint Stephen. Afterwards Gamaliel 
himself, who had been baptized with his son Abibas, was buried near the grave 
of the Protomartyr Stephen and Saint Nicodemus. In the year 415 the relics of the 
saint were uncovered in a miraculous manner and solemnly transferred to 
Jerusalem by Bishop John and the bishops Eutonius of Sebaste and Eleutherius of 
Jericho. From that time healings took place from the relics. Afterwards, during 
the reign of holy Emperor Theodosius the Younger (408-450), the relics of the 
holy Protomartyr Stephen were transferred from Jerusalem to Constantinople 
and placed in the church of the holy deacon Laurence (August 10). When a 
church dedicated to the Protomartyr Stephen was built, the relics were 
transferred there on August 2. Saint Stephen’s right hand is preserved in the 
Serapionov chamber of the Trinity-Sergius Lavra. 
 

[taken from the following URL: https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2020/08/02/102181-
translation-of-the-relics-of-the-protomartyr-and-archdeacon-step (with minor corrections 
for spelling, grammar, and punctuation; made on August 1, 2020)]  
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On this day we also commemorate the Finding of the Relics of the Righteous 
Nicodemus. Saint Nicodemus was a prominent Pharisee who believed in Christ. 
The Savior explained to him how man is regenerated through Baptism, but he 
did not understand how a man could be born again. When the Lord reproved 
him for his ignorance, he accepted it with humility (John 3:1-21). Nicodemus 
came back to Christ from time to time, defended Him to the Pharisees (John 7:50-
52), and brought spices to anoint His body (John 19:39). After being cast out of 
the synagogue for his belief in Christ, Saint Nicodemus went to live with Saint 
Gamaliel at his country house, remaining there until his death. The relics of 
Saints Stephen, Gamaliel, Abibas, and Nicodemus were transferred from 
Jerusalem to Constantinople in 428 and placed in the church of the holy deacon 
Laurence (August 10). 
 
[taken from the following URL: https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2020/08/02/102182-
finding-of-the-relics-of-righteous-saint-nikodemos (with minor corrections for spelling 
and punctuation, made on August 1, 2020)] 
 
On this day we also commemorate the Finding of the Relics of the Righteous 
Gamaliel. Saint Gamaliel was a Pharisee, a doctor of the Law (Acts 5:34), and the 
teacher of Saint Paul (Acts 22:3). In the year 415, Saint Gamaliel appeared to a 
priest named Lucian. He was a tall, venerable man with a long white beard. He 
was dressed in white clothing which was edged with gold and marked with 
crosses, and held a gold wand in his hand. Gamaliel called Father Lucian by 
name three times, then told him to go to Jerusalem and inform Bishop John to 
open the tomb where his relics and those of other saints were resting. The priest 
asked the stranger who he was. “I am Gamaliel, who instructed the apostle Paul 
in the Law,” he replied. Then he told the priest where to find the relics of Saint 
Stephen. He also revealed that he had taken Saint Stephen’s body and laid it in 
his own tomb after it had been lying exposed for a day and a night. Saint 
Gamaliel also mentioned that Saint Nicodemus was buried at the same spot. “I 
received him into my house in the country,” he said, “and maintained him there 
until the end of his life. After his death, I buried him honorably near Stephen.”  
Saint Gamaliel informed the priest that he and his twenty-year-old son Abibas 
were also buried there. Father Lucian was afraid to believe this vision right 
away, lest it be a temptation from the evil one. However, when Saint Gamaliel 
appeared again and commanded him to obey his instructions, he did so. A monk 
named Migetius also had a vision of Saint Gamaliel and told Father Lucian to 
search for the relics in a place called Debatalia. When the relics were uncovered, 
an ineffable fragrance was noticed. The relics of Saints Stephen, Gamaliel, 
Abibas, and Nicodemus were transferred from Jerusalem to Constantinople in 
428 and placed in the church of the holy deacon Laurence (August 10). 
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[taken from the following URL: https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2020/08/02/102183-
finding-of-the-relics-of-saint-gamaliel (with minor corrections for spelling and 
punctuation, made on August 1, 2020)] 
 
On this day we also commemorate the Finding of the Relics of the Righteous 
Abibas. Saint Abibas was the twenty-year-old son of Saint Gamaliel, who died 
before his father. His relics were uncovered along with those of Saints Stephen, 
Gamaliel, and Nicodemus in 415. The relics of Saints Stephen, Gamaliel, Abibas, 
and Nicodemus were transferred from Jerusalem to Constantinople in 428 and 
placed in the church of the holy deacon Laurence (August 10). 
 
[taken from the following URL: https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2020/08/02/102184-
finding-of-the-relics-of-saint-abibas (with minor corrections for spelling, made on August 
1, 2020)]  
 
On this day we also commemorate the Hieromartyr Stephen, Pope of Rome, 
and those with him. The Hieromartyr Stephen, Pope of Rome, suffered in the 
year 257 during the reign of the emperor Valerian (253-259). Saint Stephen, 
occupying the throne (253-257) of the holy First Bishop of Rome, zealously 
contended against the heresy of Novatus, which taught that it is not proper to 
receive back those returning from heresy. While hiding during a persecution 
against Christians, Saint Stephen baptized many pagans, including the military 
tribune Nemesius. He converted to Christ after the saint healed his daughter 
Lucilla. Nemesius, who was ordained as a deacon, was beheaded along with his 
daughter. Their steward Symphronius was brought by the tribune Olympius into 
the temple of Mars for torture. His prayer shattered the golden idol, after which 
the tribune with his wife Exuperia and his son Theodolus believed and were 
baptized. They were all burned alive, and their remains were buried by holy 
Pope Stephen. Then twelve of his clergy were beheaded: Bonus, Faustus, 
Maurus, Primitivus, Calumniosus, John, Exuperantus, Cyril, Theodore, Basil, 
Castelus, Honoratus and Tertullinus, all converted by Saint Stephen. Finally, 
Saint Stephen himself was led before the emperor Valerian (253-259), who 
condemned him to beheading with a sword in the temple of Mars. By the prayers 
of the saint, a large part of the pagan temple was destroyed, and the soldiers fled. 
The saint concealed himself in the catacombs (the resting place of Saint Lucina or 
Lucy), where he was later killed by soldiers while he was teaching Christians.  
 
[taken from the following URL: https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2020/08/02/102187-
hieromartyr-stephen-pope-of-rome-and-those-with-him (with minor corrections for 
punctuation, made on August 1, 2020)]  
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On this day we also commemorate the Blessèd Vasily of Kubénsk. Blessed 
Vasily of Kubensk lived during the fifteenth century, was a monk at the Savior-
Kamenny monastery, on an island of Lake Kuben (not far from Vologda). At the 
shrine of his relics, built afterwards in a church in honor of Saint Basil of 
Moscow, is a full-length icon of Saint Vasily of Kubensk, with heavy iron chains 
and a cap of iron strips.  
 
[taken from the following URL: https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2020/08/02/102186-
blessed-basil-of-kubensk (with minor corrections for spelling, made on August 1, 2020)]  
 
On this day we also commemorate the Blessèd Vasily (Basil) of Moscow, the 
Fool-for-Christ. Saint Basil the Blessed, Wonderworker of Moscow, was born in 
December 1468 on the portico of the Elokhov church in honor of the Vladimir 
Icon of the Most Holy Theotokos outside Moscow. His parents were commoners 
and sent their son to be trained as a cobbler. During Basil’s apprenticeship, the 
master happened to witness a remarkable occurrence, which showed him that 
his student was no ordinary man. A certain merchant had brought grain to 
Moscow on a barge and then went to order boots, specifying that they be made 
in a particular way, since he would not pick them up for a year. Blessed Basil 
wept and said, “I wish you would cancel the order, since you will never wear 
them.” When the perplexed master questioned his apprentice he explained that 
the man would not wear the boots, for he would soon die. After several days the 
prediction came true. When he was sixteen, the saint arrived in Moscow and 
began the difficult exploit of foolishness for Christ. In the burning summer heat 
and in the winter’s harsh frost, he walked about barefoot through the streets of 
Moscow. His actions were strange: here he would upset a stand with kalachi, and 
there he would spill a jug with kvas. Angry merchants throttled the blessed one, 
but he endured the beatings with joy and he thanked God for them. Then it was 
discovered that the kalachi were poorly cooked, and the kvas was badly 
prepared. The reputation of Saint Basil quickly grew, and people saw him as a 
holy fool, a man of God, and a denouncer of wrong. A certain merchant wanted 
to build a stone church on Pokrovna in Moscow, but its arches collapsed three 
times. The merchant turned to the saint for advice, and he pointed him toward 
Kiev. “Find there John the Cripple,” he said. “He will advise you how to 
construct the church.” Traveling to Kiev, the merchant sought out John, who sat 
in a poor hut and rocked an empty cradle. “Whom do you rock?” asked the 
merchant. “I weep for my beloved mother, who was made poor by my birth and 
upbringing.” Only then did the merchant remember his own mother, whom he 
had thrown out of the house. Then it became clear to him why he was not able to 
build the church. Returning to Moscow, he brought his mother home, begged her 
forgiveness, and built the church. Preaching mercy, the blessed one helped those 
who were ashamed to ask for alms, but who were more in need of help than 
others. Once, he gave away a rich imperial present to a foreign merchant who 
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was left without anything at all. Although the man had eaten nothing for three 
days, he was not able to beg for food, since he wore fine clothing. The saint 
harshly condemned those who gave alms for selfish reasons, not out of 
compassion for the poor and destitute, but hoping for an easy way to attract 
God’s blessings upon their affairs. Once, the saint saw a devil in the guise of a 
beggar. He sat at the gates of the All-Pure Virgin’s church, and he gave speedy 
help in their affairs to everyone who gave alms. The saint exposed the wicked 
trick and drove the devil away. For the salvation of his neighbor, Saint Basil also 
visited the taverns, where he tried to see a grain of goodness, even in people very 
much gone to ruin, and to strengthen and encourage them by kindness. Many 
observed that when the saint passed by a house in which they made merry and 
drank, he wept and clutched the corners of that house. They inquired of the fool 
what this meant, and he answered: “Angels stand in sorrow at the house and are 
distressed by the sins of the people, but I entreat them with tears to pray to the 
Lord for the conversion of sinners.” Purified by great deeds and by the prayer of 
his soul, the saint was also given the gift of foreseeing the future. In 1547 he 
predicted the great fire of Moscow; through prayer he extinguished a fire at 
Novgorod; and once he reproached Tsar Ivan the Terrible, because during the 
divine services he was preoccupied with thoughts of building a palace on the 
Vorobiev hills. Saint Basil died on August 2, 1557. Saint Macarius, Metropolitan 
of Moscow served the saint’s funeral with many clergy. His body was buried in 
the cemetery of Trinity church, where in 1554, the Protection cathedral was built 
in memory of the conquest of Kazan. His Holiness Patriarch Job glorified Saint 
Basil the Blessed at a Council on August 2, 1588. In an early icon, Saint Basil is 
portrayed as old, with white hair curling at the ears, and a short, curly white 
beard. He is completely naked, and holds a handkerchief in his hand. The 
veneration of Saint Basil the Blessed was always so strong that the Trinity temple 
and the attached Protection church were renamed for him [the famous Saint 
Basil’s Cathedral in Moscow]. The saint’s chains are preserved at the Moscow 
Spiritual Academy.  
 
[taken from the following URL: https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2020/08/02/102185-
blessed-basil-of-moscow-the-fool-for-christ ] 
 
Through the prayers of Saint Stephen the Protomartyr and Archdeacon, the Translation 
of whose Relics we commemorate today; of the Righteous Nicodemus, Gamaliel, and 
Abibas, the Finding of whose Relics we commemorate today; of the Hieromartyr Stephen, 
Pope of Rome, and those with him; of the Blessed Vasily of Kubensk; and of the Blessed 
Vasily (Basil) of Moscow, Fool-for-Christ; whose memory we commemorate today: O 
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 
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Then, while the people come up to venerate the Cross and the Gospel, and then to partake of some holy 
water and prosphora, the choir sings: 
 

In the 6th Sticheron Tone: 
 
 We who are walled about by the Cross are ranged against the enemy, not 
fearing his devices and ambushes, for the proud one hath been destroyed and 
trampled underfoot by the power of Christ crucified on the Tree. 
  

Glory… in the 1st Tone:  
 

In the sixth month Gabriel the Archangel was sent from heaven to the city 
of Nazareth in Galilee, to bring to the Maiden glad tidings of joy. And coming 
before her he cried aloud, saying: ‘Rejoice, thou who art full of grace: the Lord is 
with thee. Rejoice, thou vessel containing the Nature that cannot be contained: 
for thy blessed womb has held Him whom the heavens held not. Rejoice, O 
Lady, thou restoration of Adam and deliverance of Eve, thou joy of the world 
and great rejoicing of our kind.’ 
 

Now and ever… in the 2nd Tone: 
 

Gabriel today announces the good tidings to her who is full of grace. 
‘Rejoice, O unwedded maiden who hast not known marriage. Be not struck with 
dismay by my strange form, nor be afraid: I am an archangel. Once the serpent 
beguiled Eve, but now I announce to thee the good tidings of joy: O Most Pure, 
thou shalt remain inviolate and yet shalt bear the Lord.’ 
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The Many Years  
 

His Beatitude, the Most Blessèd Tikhon,/ 
Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan of All America and Canada;/ 
His Eminence, the Most Reverend Benjamin, Archbishop of San Francisco and 

the West;/ 
the President of the United States of America and all those in authority;/ 
the clergy and congregation of this holy temple;/ 
and all Orthodox Christians: // 
preserve, O Lord, for many years.   
 
Lord, have mercy. Thrice 
 



PRAYERS OF PROTECTION 

FROM THE CORONAVIRUS 
TO BE PRAYED BY THE FAITHFUL AT HOME 

 

A Prayer To Be Offered in the Morning  
  

Lord our God, Who art rich in mercy, and Who with 
careful wisdom directest our lives, hearken unto our  O 

prayer, receive our repentance for our sins, bring an end to 
this new infectious disease, this new epidemic, just as 
Thou didst avert the punishment of Thy people in the time 
of David the King. O Thou Who art the Physician of our 
souls and bodies, do Thou grant restored health to those 
who have been seized by this illness, raising them from 
their bed of suffering, so that they may glorify Thee, O 
Merciful Savior; and do Thou preserve in health those who 
have not been infected. By Thy grace, O Lord, do Thou 
bless, strengthen, and preserve all those who, out of love 
and sacrifice, care for the sick, either in their homes or in 
the hospitals. Do Thou remove all sickness and suffering 
from Thy people, and teach us to value life and health as 
gifts from Thee. Give us Thy peace, O God, and fill our 
hearts with unflinching faith in Thy protection, hope in 
Thy help, and love for Thee and for our neighbor. For 
Thine it is to have mercy upon us and to save us, O our 
God; and unto Thee we ascribe glory: to the Father, and to 
the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the 
ages of ages. Amen. 


