
105-27-20 

 

My Beloved Flock: 

 

The blessing of the Lord be upon you.  Most of you know by now that Governor Newsome released directives 

for partially opening “houses or worship.” This was followed, shortly thereafter, by correspondence from the 

Archbishop officially blessing the partial opening of California churches. I am including the full text of what His 

Eminence blessed, so there will be NO CONFUSION about these directives.  Please CAREFULLY READ 

EVERYTHING BELOW! And there will be NO EXCEPTIONS TO THESE RULES.  The attached file that 

the document from the Archbishop refers to in paragraph one are the Covid-19 Industry Guidance for Places of 

Worship (not included, but you may read at Covid-19.ca.gov).  As stated, he expects us, the Clergy, of His 

Eminence's diocese, to fully comply with these guidelines; again, with, NO EXCEPTIONS. The Directives 

contained therein will be addressed later in my correspondence, as they apply, in particular, to our setting.  Here 

are the Archbishop's directives: 

 

Dear Very Reverend and Reverend Fathers Serving in the State of California: 

 

Christ is risen! 

 

In light of Governor Newsome's announcement yesterday on the opening of churches, His Eminence wanted 

to make sure you had the attached file (State of California Regulations). He expects you to read it and comply 

with it. 

He also sends you the following reminders; 

 

1) Everyone who is in the church for services must have their temp. taken that morning.  Anything 100.4 and 

above will require them to refrain from entering. 

 

2) The priest should step back from the altar table as far as possible once the gifts have been transferred and 

especially once they have been uncovered, approaching only when required (like at the consecration) and 

then stepping back. 

 

3) A mask must be worn by the priest when giving communion. 

 

4) The faithful are required to wear masks while in church except when receiving communion. 

 

5) Should there be someone who balks at this, the priest should stop the service until that person leaves or 

dons a mask.  No one has a right to endanger others. 

 

6) Should it be discovered that someone who has attended has become symptomatic, the parish must close and 

refrain from holding services for two weeks.  So, it is in everyone's interest to keep things as safe as possible. 

 

7) The use of multiple spoons is encouraged and boiling water and/or alcohol employed to sanitize them after 

each use. 

 

Please note, especially, items 1, 5 and 6, as they relate to you the faithful. Item 1) The ushers will have a 

thermometer at the door for those who do not have a thermometer at home. You will be asked if you have a 

temperature when you arrive. If your temp is over the designated 100.2, do not come.  If you have us take your 

temp at the door and it is above 100.2, you WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE. Item 5: You may have personal 

feelings about masks and whether they are needed.  You are entitled to your view.  But, for the time being, masks 

must be worn in church, by directive of the Archbishop and the state.  The exception is for children under 2 years 

and people with diagnosed breathing conditions. WE HAVE A LIMITED AMOUNT OF MASKS FOR THOSE 

WHO FORGET OR (UNLIKELY!) DON'T YET HAVE A MASK. BUT PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN. Item 6: 

Remember, people are anxious to come to church, if you have symptoms and come to church, later to be 



diagnosed with Covid-19, you have taken church from everyone for a minimum of 2 weeks.  Please be respectful 

and thoughtful of others. 

 

Some Additional Items for our particular parish: 

 

The guidelines allow a maximum of ¼ occupancy or a maximum of 100.  In our case the ¼ occupancy is 

what first comes into play as a limitation.  We have calculated that the maximum occupancy is 50 persons 

under current regulations.  This will be done on a first-come, first served basis. When the occupancy 

reaches 50, NO ADDITIONAL PERSONS will be admitted for that particular service. You may remain 

outside, practicing safe distancing.  You are being asked to do two additional things before entering the 

church: sign in and use the available hand sanitizer. Please use sanitizer each time you exit and enter the 

church. 

 

1) We have placed chairs and tape where people can stand in order to respect proper spacing guidelines.  Please 

do not move chairs around or add any chairs and, please, stay in your place.  The pews are 1 

per family and should be left for larger families. Do not occupy a whole pew with just yourself or you and one 

other person.  There are a few places where two chairs are next to one another so that couples may sit together. 

 

2) Children must remain in place with their parents.  They can not as is usually the case, move around in the 

church.  If they need to move about, take them outside. 

 

3) If you are an at risk person with either poor health or pre-existing conditions, we will understand if you stay 

home. The Archbishop and State regulators advise people at higher risk to do so.  Use your judgment, as no one 

will be forbidden to attend on the basis of age: young or old. 

 

4) No ride sharing, one family per car. 

 

5) Please refrain from going into the cleros (choir area), as singers will be projecting their voices.  And, we're 

sorry, please do not sing if you are not specifically appointed to sing. We have spread choir stands far apart and 

have provided plexi-glass shields to help protect our choir members. 

 

6) Coffee Socials are suspended indefinitely.  After the Service, please exit the church and respect social 

distancing if you decide to greet other members of the parish outside.  Please do not use the Social Hall to 

socialize and when using the bathrooms be sure to wash your hands thoroughly. 

 

7) Up to this point, the Synod of Bishops has asked us to make reverential bows to all holy items and not kiss 

them. Fr. Lawrence will gladly give you a blessing and pray prayers for travel, health and any other needed 

blessings, but will not offer his hand.  Just ask Father Lawrence for any of these things. 

 

8) In my previous correspondence, and at the Archbishop's directive, I told you that one person will be handling 

candles. Please inform Michael Miller of the candles you would like to purchase. Mr. Miller will place candles 

as designated by you and light them.  You may text, email or send by mail the names of those you want Fr. 

Lawrence to commemorate at the Liturgy and for whom you purchased candles. 

 

 

These are the guidelines for partially opening the church.  Of course my previous correspondences with 

you outline other things, such as requirements for preparing for Holy Communion. 
 

WE ARE HUMBLED AND GRATEFUL TO BE ABLE TO ASSEMBLE AGAIN, 

AND MUST NOT FORGET TO BE RESPECTFUL AND THOUGHTFUL OF 

OTHERS! SEE YOU IN CHURCH! 


