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“The Parable of the 
Sower” 

 
Troparion of the Resurrec-

tion, Tone 2 
When Thou didst descend to 
death, O Life Immortal, Thou 
didst slay hell with the splen-
dor of Thy Godhead!  And 
when from the depths Thou 
didst raise the dead, all the 
powers of heaven cried out:  O 
Giver of Life! Christ our God! 
Glory to Thee! 
 
 

Troparion of Annunciation, 
Tone 4 

Today is the beginning of our 
salvation, the revelation of the 
eternal mystery!  the Son of 
God becomes the Son of the 
Virgin as Gabriel announces 
the coming of Grace.  Together 
with him let us cry to the The-
otokos:  Rejoice, O Full of 
Grace, the Lord is with you. 

 
Kontakion of Annunciation,   

Tone  8 
O Victorious Leader of trium-
phant hosts!  We, your ser-
vants delivered from evil, sing 
our grateful thanks to you, O 
Theotokos!  As you possess 
invincible might set us free 
from every calamity so that we 
may sing:  Rejoice, O Unwed-
ded Bride! 
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The 18th Sunday after Pentecost,   
October 19th,  Tone 2; Luke 8:5-15 

 
The parable of the Sower, which is the gospel read for the 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
(Lu. 8:5-15) is one of the best known of the gospel texts.  But this parable may perhaps 
be better known in its negative aspects (the instances of the seed that does not grow) 
than in its positive aspect.  Generally speaking, we know that the seed grows if it falls 
on “good ground”, but we may not see precisely and concretely enough the conditions 
set out in the gospel for its germination. 
 Jesus explains to his disciples — he did not say this to the crowd — that the 
sowing represents the word of God.  The sower, that is to say God himself or his Son, 
casts the seed.  Sometimes the seed falls by the side of the road, but the passers-by 
tread on it and the birds eat it; thus those who are at the roadside receive the word, but 
the devil comes along and takes it out of their hearts.  Sometimes the seed falls on a 
rock, and from lack of moisture dries up and withers; thus those who have received the 
word with joy, but have no roots, lose what they had received when temptation comes 
along.  Sometimes the word falls among thorns, and the thorns choke it; thus worldly 
cares, riches and pleasures suffocate the word which had begun to take root.  And 
sometimes the word falls “on good ground”, and it produces a hundred times for one; 
thus is it with those who have received it with a sincere heart and cling to it with pa-
tience. 
 It is enough for the word to fall “on good ground”.  The reasons why the sow-
ing did not bear fruit in the other instances show the conditions that are necessary for 
true spiritual life.  We must not stand at the roadside within range of passers-by; a cer-
tain withdrawal from the world, a certain silence, a certain contemplation (which vary 
in each case, but are necessary in all cases without exception) will protect what has 
been divinely sown.  Theground on which the seed falls must have moisture in it, it 
must be frequently and regularly watered; this means that we must have constant and 
regular recourse to prayer and to other sources of grace, without depending on mo-
ments of emotion or “inspiration”.  We must not lightly reject a fixed framework, such 
as timetables and rules of life:  they may constitute a useless hindrance to the free flight 
of eagles, but most often they are a help to children and cripples that we are.  We must 
not allow the thorns, that is to say the attractions and distractions of the world to suffo-
cate the word:  these are not only reprehensible passions, or earthly riches or ambi-
tions; often entertainment which are not necessarily harmful in themselves (travels, 
parties, the theatre, novels, etc.) hinder and intimate relationship between God and us.  
The “good ground” is a mixture of natural gifts and of grace (and grace can, moreover, 
make up for the deficiencies of nature).  But, even where “good ground” exists, no 
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Announcements and  
Activities 

 
Catechesis—Wednesday, at 6PM. 
 
Summer Study—will be held on Wednesday   
at 7PM.  
 
Great Vespers—Saturday, at 5:30PM 
 
Matins—Sunday, November 2nd, at 
8:30AM.. 
 
Church School/Adult Education—Next 
Sunday, at 9AM. 
 
Divine Liturgy– Sunday, at 10AM 
 
Coffee Hour— This Sunday’s coffee hour is 
being sponsored by John and Nina Truman. 
Next week’s Coffee Hour will be replaced by 
our monthly potluck.  Bring a dish.  
 
Kishkovsky/Sluchevsky Wedding—this is 
the second announcement of the upcoming 
wedding for October 26.   
 
Parish Council—met and discussed the im-
pending change to our  diocesan/central 
church assessments. 
 
Please pray for… 
 
Hierarch Nikolai (Soraich)—who is bat-
tling cancer. Wounded soldier Cody, the 
son of Brian and Kerri Richey. Cody is doing 
very well and challenging himself in ever-
new physical feats. Natasha—prayer request 
for a person in need.  Tina—a person in need 
of our prayers.  Janie, who has been battling 
health issues. Dan Callaway—health prob-
lems. Sarah—the sister of John Deak, who is 
battling cancer.   Tracy, Robin, and Mi-
chelle– friends of Lana, who are battling 
cancer and health issues.  Salina– the daugh-
ter of Lana’s work associate, who suffered a 
head injury and is having seizures.    
Ronald—Matushka’s father who reposed. 
Natasha—Olga’s friend, health issues.  
Emily – Jesse’s sister, who is suffering.  
Tsige—and Gobezie Goshu Home. Mike 
Lynne—Joan M. request. Departed infant 
Nicholas. Steve Fetzko—back problems.  
Nicholas and Anthony-foster boys and their 
new home. Reposed Abbot George.  Re-
posed Met. Vladimir.  John Deak—who is 
recovering nicely after his knee surgery.  
Heather, who hasn’t been feeling well.  
John Truman—surgery on his back. John is 
recovering nicely. Lana’s friend David—
who reposed suddenly last week. Natalie—
Olga’s friend. 

“In the great clamor of the world, Thou art my quiet song, which I strain to hear…” (St. Nikolai Velimirovich) 

spiritual life is possible without daily and patient effort, without repressing certain 
things, without a certain regularity and stability, as much in material life as in men-
tal life ( the “roots”), without meditation and examination of conscience (the terms 
may be modern, but the Desert Fathers practiced these things).  In short, the seed 
of the word cannot grow in us without a certain asceticism.  Asceticism is not in 
fashion:  people prefer talking about mysticism.  But no true mystical life exists 
without a serious ascetic foundation:  the word of God will not take possession of 
our soul if we have not cultivated the ground and cut back the thorns 
. 
(From, The Year of the Grace of the Lord, by a Monk of the Eastern Church) 
  

From the Lives of the Saints… The Holy Prophet Joel 
 
Joel is second in the line of the minor prophets. St. Joel was the son of Phanuel, 
from the tribe of Reuben. He lived eight hundred years before Christ. Joel 
prophesied the misfortunes of the people of Israel, and the Babylonian Captiv-
ity because of the sins they had committed in the sight of God. He called the 
people to fasting and the priests to tearful penitential prayer, that God would 
have mercy on them: Sanctify ye a fast … and cry unto the Lord (Joel 1:14); 
Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar 
(Joel 2:17). Joel also foretold the Descent of the Spirit of God upon the apostles 
and the pouring out of the grace of the Spirit of God upon all Christians: Then 
afterward I will pour out My spirit upon all flesh (Joel 2:28). He prophesied 
and described the Dread Judgment of God, and also prophesied the glory of 
God's Holy Church. 
 
The Holy Martyr Varus 
 
Varus was a Roman officer in Egypt and also secretly a Christian. When seven 
Christian teachers were cast into prison, Varus visited them, supplying them 
with necessities and ministering to them zealously. He was amazed at these 
martyrs and grieved that because of his fear he could not become a martyr for 
Christ. The men of God encouraged him, and Varus decided that he would go 
with them to be tortured. One of these men of God died in prison, so that when 
the wicked eparch had the martyrs brought before him, there were only six re-
maining. He inquired as to the seventh. Varus said to him: ``I am the seventh.'' 
The enraged governor tortured Varus first. He commanded that he be flogged 
with dry rods naked, and after that had him tied to a tree and sliced apart piece 
by piece until the saint gave his holy soul to God. His body was thrown on a 
dung heap. A Palestinian woman named Cleopatra, the widow of an officer, 
was there with her son John. She secretly took Varus's holy relics from the 
dung heap and buried them in her house. Then she begged permission from the 
eparch to take the body of her deceased husband from Egypt to Palestine. As 
she was the wife of an officer, the eparch immediately gave his permission. 
However, the blessed Christian Cleopatra did not take the body of her husband 
but the relics of the Holy Martyr Varus instead. Thus, she brought the martyr's 
relics to Edras (the village of her birth) near Mount Tabor, and buried them 
with honor there. Afterward, she built a church to St. Varus and he often ap-
peared to her from the other world, resplendent as an angel of God. 
    
Taken From The Prologue of Ochrid,  


