
Orthodox Church 
of the Annunciation 

 W e e k l y  B u l l e t i n  

“The Ancestors of the 
Lord” 

 
Troparion of the Resurrection, 

Tone 2 
When Thou didst descend to 
death, O Life Immortal, Thou 
didst slay hell with the splendor 
of Thy Godhead!  And when 
from the depths Thou didst 
raise the dead, all the powers of 
heaven cried out:  O Giver of 
Life! Christ our God! Glory to 
Thee! 
 
 

Troparion of Annunciation, 
Tone 4 

Today is the beginning of our 
salvation, the revelation of the 
eternal mystery!  the Son of 
God becomes the Son of the 
Virgin as Gabriel announces the 
coming of Grace.  Together 
with him let us cry to the The-
otokos:  Rejoice, O Full of 
Grace, the Lord is with you. 

 
Kontakion of Annunciation,   

Tone  8 
O Victorious Leader of trium-
phant hosts!  We, your servants 
delivered from evil, sing our 
grateful thanks to you, O The-
otokos!  As you possess invin-
cible might set us free from 
every calamity so that we may 
sing:  Rejoice, O Unwedded 
Bride! 
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The 26th Sunday after Pentecost,   
Dec. 14th,  Tone 2;  

 
The first of the two Sundays before Christmas is called, “Sunday of the Ancestors of 
the Lord”.  It is celebrated on the second Sunday before the 25th December — this 
falls between December 11th and the 17th. 
 
The “Ancestors” are the Patriarchs and the Prophets of the Old Covenant, from Adam 
to John the Baptist.  The Church sings: “Let us rejoice together, we who are friends of 
the Fathers, in commemorating their memory…”.  One wonders whether these words 
correspond to any genuine feeling on the part of the majority of believers.  Many 
among us have lost touch with the Old Testament, and neither read nor understand it, 
and so do not take into account that Jesus Christ is present, though veiled, in all the 
events and all the texts of Hebrew Scripture.   
 
All is centered on Him.  Many do not recognize in Abel the first Martyr, and the proto-
type of the Good Shepherd as well as the Sacrificer; in Melchisadek the type of the 
eternal priest; in Abraham the spirit of faith and type of the Father; in Isaac the spirit of 
Sonship and of sacrifice; in Jacob free election, patient service and conversion; in Jo-
seph the great features of the Passion and of Christ’s redemptive work.  The forget that 
through the reading of the Prophets the voice of Jesus himslef speaks to our heart.  The 
are not really “friends of the Fathers” and they do not delight in remembering them. 
 
Let us ask our Lord, on this Sunday, to open our understanding to the message of the 
Old Covenant and to teach us, as He taught the disciples at Emmaus:  “O fools, and 
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken; ...And beginning with Moses 
and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concern-
ing himself. 
(From, The Year of the Grace of the Lord, by a Monk of the Eastern Church) 
  

From the Lives of the Saints…Holy Martyrs Thyrsus, Leucius and 
Callinicus 
 
Saints Thyrsus and Leucius were honorable citizens of Caesarea of Bithynia, the for-
mer being baptized and the latter being a Christian catechumen. Callinicus, however, 
was a pagan priest. When Emperor Decius's heir, Cumbricius, began to mercilessly 
torture and murder Christians, the fearless Leucius appeared before him and, reproach-
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Announcements and  
Activities 

 
Catechesis— NO Wednesday Cathechesis, as 
Father Lawrence will be at a meeting.. 
 
Summer/Fall Study—will NOT be held on 
Wednesday. 
 
Great Vespers—Saturday, at 5:30PM 
 
Matins—Sunday, December 28th, at 8:30AM.. 
 
Church School/Adult Education—Sunday, De-
cember 21st, at 9AM. 
 
Divine Liturgy– Sunday, at 10AM 
 
Coffee Hour— today’s coffee hour is being spon-
sored by Brian and Kerri Richie. Nest week’s 
coffee hour will be sponsored by Steve and Luci 
Fetzko. The Advent Fast began on Saturday, 
November 15th and lasts until Christmas Day 
(Thursday, the 25th of December).  The fast allows 
fish, wine and oil on all weekends (except the 
20th/.21st), but proscribes meat and dairy of any 
kind—including eggs and dairy by-products like 
butter, cream, chocolate, etc.  All coffee hours 
must be served without any of these items.  
 
Holy Confession—All of us, yes, including we 
who are clergy, should make time to include a 
soul-cleansing confession.  While putting up deco-
rations and attending the Christmas office parties, 
let us penetrate the true meaning of Christmas and  
offer Christ the only thing  He truly desires, our 
pure heart. Father is available before and after 
services and by appointment during the week. 
 
Please pray for… 
Hierarch Nikolai (Soraich)—who is battling 
cancer. Wounded soldier Cody, the son of Brian 
and Kerri Richey. Cody is doing very well and 
challenging himself in ever-new physical feats. 
Natasha—prayer request for a person in need.  
Tina—a person in need of our prayers.  Janie, 
who has been battling health issues. Dan Calla-
way—health problems. Sarah—the sister of John 
Deak, who is battling cancer.   Tracy, Robin, and 
Michelle– friends of Lana, who are battling cancer 
and health issues.  Salina– the daughter of Lana’s 
work associate, who suffered a head injury and is 
having seizures.    Ronald—Matushka’s father 
who reposed. Natasha—Olga’s friend, health 
issues.  Emily – Jesse’s sister, who is suffering.  
Tsige—and Gobezie Goshu Home. Mike Lynne—
Joan M. request. Departed infant Nicholas. Steve 
Fetzko—back problems.  Nicholas and An-
thony-foster boys and their new home. Reposed 
Abbot George.  Reposed Met. Vladimir.  
Heather, who hasn’t been feeling well.  Lana’s 
friends David—who reposed, Raymond and 
Helen, who also reposed recently. Natalie—
Olga’s friend. Madeline—Jean Dusonblon’s sister, 
reposed this week.  John Deak’s general health.  
Joanna, had a healthy baby girl (7lbs) by C-
section and is recovering. Mary Serguik’s daugh-
ter. Robin—cancer-related health problems.  

“There do not exist many or few, nor small or great  problems.  The only problem is the absence of Christ from 
our lives” (From the life and teachings of Elder Epiphanios Theodoropoulos) 

ing him, said: "Why have you waged war against your own soul, O Cumbricius?" 
The enraged judge ordered that he be flogged, tortured and finally beheaded. The 
tortured Leucius went to his beheading as joyfully as if he were going to a wed-
ding. Witnessing the death of the courageous Leucius, blessed Thyrsus, inflamed 
with divine zeal like that of Leucius, also appeared before the judge and re-
proached him for his evil crimes and for his unbelief in the One True God. He also 
was flogged and cast into prison. The invisible hand of God healed him of his 
wounds, opened the prison door and led him out. Thyrsus immediately went to 
Phileas, the Bishop of Caesarea, to be baptized by him. After his baptism, he was 
again seized and tortured, but he endured the tortures, bearing them as though in a 
dream and not in reality. By the power of his prayer, many idols fell down. The 
pagan priest Callinicus, upon seeing this, converted to the Christian Faith, and both 
he and Thyrsus were condemned to death. Callinicus was beheaded, and they 
placed Thyrsus in a wooden coffin to be sawn in half. However, the power of God 
would not permit this, and the saw was unable to cut into the wood. Then St. Thyr-
sus arose from the coffin and prayed to God, rendering Him thanks for the tortures, 
and he peacefully gave up his soul to his Lord. At the end of the fourth century, the 
Emperor Flavian built a church to St. Thyrsus near Constantinople and placed his 
holy relics in it. The saint appeared in a vision to Empress Pulcheria and counseled 
her to bury the relics of the Forty Martyrs alongside his. 
 
Reflection 
 
There are three types of praiseworthy zeal: zeal in cleansing oneself of sinful de-
sires and thoughts, zeal for the truth of the Faith, and zeal for God's justice among 
men. All three of these filled the soul of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker to perfec-
tion. He showed zeal in purifying himself throughout his life, vigilantly guarding 
over his heart. He especially showed zeal for the truth of the Faith at the First Ecu-
menical Council in Nicaea (325) when he entered into a fearful confrontation with 
Arius. His zeal for God's justice among men was seen particularly in two notable 
events, when on each occasion he saved three innocent men from the punishment 
of death. Once, in his absence from the city of Myra, the avaricious commander 
Eustathius condemned three men to be beheaded, receiving a bribe for this from 
some of their enemies. Informed of this, St. Nicholas returned to Myra with the 
greatest haste. The condemned men had already been brought to the place of exe-
cution, and the executioner had already raised the sword over the innocent men. At 
that moment, Nicholas grabbed the sword, pulled it out of the executioner's hand, 
and freed the condemned men. Afterward, he rebuked the commander Eustathius 
and brought him to shame and repentance. In a similar way, three imperial com-
manders-Nepotian, Ursus and Herpylion-were slandered before Eulavius the Ep-
arch of Constantinople and before the emperor himself. The emperor signed their 
death sentence. On the eve of their execution, the three commanders prayed to 
God, saying: "O God of Nicholas, deliver us innocent ones from death!" That 
night, St. Nicholas appeared to both the emperor and the eparch in a dream, re-
buked them for this injustice, and ordered them to free the three commanders from 
prison immediately. The next day, the emperor and eparch each related to the other 
the same dream and they immediately freed the commanders, both from the death 
sentence and from prison. 

  
Taken From The Prologue of Ochrid, , by St. Nikolai Velimirovich 


