
Orthodox Church 
of the Annunciation 

 W e e k l y  B u l l e t i n  

The Rich Young Ruler  
 

Troparion of the Resurrection, 
Tone 3 

 
Let the heavens rejoice! Let the 
earth be glad!  For the Lord has 
shown strength with His arm!  
He has trampled down death by 
death!  He has become the first-
born of the dead!  He has deliv-
ered us from the depths of hell, 
and has granted to the world 
great mercy! 
 

Troparion of Annunciation, 
Tone 4 

 
Today is the beginning of our 
salvation, the revelation of the 
eternal mystery!  the Son of 
God becomes the Son of the 
Virgin as Gabriel announces the 
coming of Grace.  Together 
with him let us cry to the The-
otokos:  Rejoice, O Full of 
Grace, the Lord is with you. 

 
Kontakion of Annunciation,   

Tone  8 
 
O Victorious Leader of trium-
phant hosts!  We, your servants 
delivered from evil, sing our 
grateful thanks to you, O The-
otokos!  As you possess invin-
cible might set us free from 
every calamity so that we may 
sing:  Rejoice, O Unwedded 
Bride! 
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The 12th Sunday after Pentecost,   
August 31st,  Tone 3; Matt. 19:16-26 

 
The gospel for the twelfth Sunday after Pentecost (Matt. 19:16-26) tells us of a 
rich and powerful man — a ruler— who asked Jesus what was needed to inherit 
eternal life.  Jesus reminds him of the commandments.  “All these have I kept 
from my youth up…” He lacks one thing, Jesus tells him:  to sell all his goods 
and distribute them to the poor.  “And come, follow me…”  But the man goes 
sorrowfully away, “for he was very rich”.  And Jesus says that it is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter into the 
Kingdom of God. 
 
Sometimes it is material wealth which stops a man from entering the Kingdom 
but there are possessions other than money.  Beauty, intelligence, perhaps some 
disordered human affection or bad habit:  these, just as much, can be hindrances 
which Jesus tells us to free ourselves of before following Him.  What are the 
earthly goods which hold and hinder me, personally, from following Jesus?  
How can I put these possessions to the service of the poor, and thus liberate my 
will?  The gospel for this Sunday faces each one of us with this question.  It is a 
good question to consider at the time of Christmas, at the time when Jesus 
comes to us in complete poverty, possessing nothing. 
(From, The Year of the Grace of the Lord, by a Monk of the Eastern Church) 
  

From the Lives of the Saints… The Placing of the Cincture of the 
Mother of God 
 
After her Dormition (Falling-asleep), the Holy Theotokos gave her girdle (sash) to the 
Apostle Thomas. That girdle was later brought to Constantinople and kept in a sealed 
reliquary in the church of the Mother of God at Blachernae, the royal foundation 
(Zaduzbina) of Empress Pulcheria. This reliquary was never opened until the time of 
Emperor Leo the Wise (886-912 A.D.). Leo's wife, the Empress Zoe, became mentally 
ill and, according to a mysterious vision, she desired that the girdle of the Holy Theoto-
kos be placed on her. The emperor implored the patriarch and the reliquary was opened 
and the girdle was removed and placed on the ailing empress. The empress was imme-
diately healed. This feast was instituted in commemoration of this miracle. One part of 
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Announcements and  
Activities 

 
Church Year: The civil year begins on January 1st, 
but the church year begins on September 1st.  The 
beginning of the year gives us occasion to reflect on 
the great treasure our church daily offers us and our 
response to that offer.  We would do well to ask 
ourselves how we might better appropriate the 
“good things” that God gives for our salvation in 
the coming year:  the Holy Mysteries, the Divine 
Services, the opportunities to work for God’s king-
dom, the fasts of temperance, the feasts of joy...All 
— ONE AND ALL— given for us and for our 
salvation. 
 
Catechesis—Wednesday, at 6PM. 
 
Summer Study—will meet this Wednesday, at 
7PM.  
 
Great Vespers—Saturday, at 5:30 PM. 
 
Matins—Sunday, at 8:30AM 
 
Church School/Adult Education—is on summer 
break until late October. 
 
Coffee Hour— This Sunday’s coffee hour is being 
replaced by our monthly potluck.  Next Sunday’s 
Coffee Hour will be sponsored by Brian and Cris-
tina Diederich.  
 
Dolma Rolling Session– Next Saturday, at 9AM, at 
the social hall.  We had a great start with the pickle 
making session.  Let’s turn out in force and knock 
the dolma rolling out in a couple of hours. 
 
Freezer available– Linda Deak has a mint condi-
tion, upright, energy-efficient freezer that she is not 
using.  She is willing to give it to any one who can 
use it, asking only that they make a donation to the 
church in the amount of their choosing. Her number 
is:  937-2425. 
 
Please pray for… 
Hierarch Nikolai (Soraich)—who is battling 
cancer. Wounded soldier Cody, the son of Brian 
and Kerri Richey. Cody is doing very well and 
challenging himself in ever-new physical feats. 
Natasha—prayer request for a person in need.  
Tina—a person in need of our prayers.  Janie, who 
has been battling health issues. Dan Callaway—
health problems. Sarah—the sister of John Deak, 
who has an advanced stage of cancer.   Tracy, 
Robin, and Michelle– friends of Lana, who are 
battling cancer and health issues.  Salina– the 
daughter of Lana’s work associate, who suffered a 
head injury and is having seizures.    Ronald—
Matushka’s father who reposed. Natasha—Olga’s 
friend, health issues.  Emily – Jesse’s sister, who is 
suffering.  Tsige—and Gobezie Goshu Home. Mike 
Lynne—Joan M. request. Departed infant Nicho-
las. Steve Fetzko—back problems.  Nicholas and 
Anthony-foster boys and their new home. Reposed 
Abbot George.  Reposed Met. Vladimir.  John 
Deak—who will have knee surgery on August 4th.  
Heather, who hasn’t been feeling well.  Heather’s 
sister, Michelle, whose memorial anniversary just 
passed. John Truman—surgery on his back this 
past week 

“In the great clamor of the world, Thou art my quiet song, which I strain to hear…” (St. Nikolai Velimirovich) 

the girdle is to be found in Zugdid, Georgia. That is to say: the daughter of Emperor Ro-
manus was healed with the aid of this girdle and later when her father married her to the 
Georgian Emperor Abuchaz, she took a part of that girdle with her. By order of the Russian 
Emperor Alexander I, a special church was built in Mingrelia in Zugdid where that part of 
the miracle-working garment of the Holy Theotokos is kept. 
 
St. Gennadius, Patriarch of Constantinople 
 
Gennadius succeeded St. Anatolius as patriarch. He was a contemporary of St. Marcian 
(January 10) and St. Daniel the Stylite (December 11). During his time, the glorious Studite 
monastery was founded and named after the Roman Senator Studius, who came to Con-
stantinople and with the blessing of Gennadius built the church of St. John the Forerunner 
and along side, it the monastery. Gennadius was very gentle and restrained. He would not 
ordain anyone who did not know the entire Psalter by heart. He presided at a local council 
in Constantinople at which simony in the Church was anathematized. He worked miracles 
and, in a vision, learned of his death. Gennadius governed the Church for thirteen years and 
peacefully presented himself to the Lord in the year 471 A.D. 
 
The Priestly-Martyr Cyprian 
 
Cyprian was born of unbelieving parents and himself was educated in polytheism. 
He became famous in Carthage as a teacher of philosophy and rhetoric. He was married but 
when he became a Christian, he ceased to live with his wife and dedicated himself to labo-
rious study of Holy Scripture day and night and perfected his character. Because of his un-
usual virtues, he was chosen as a presbyter and soon after that as a bishop. As much as he 
was merciful toward Christians, so was he firm toward Christians. He wrote many works of 
instruction guided by the Holy Spirit. Especially, vehemently wrote against idolatry, Juda-
ism and the Novatian heresy. Beautiful and sweet is his work concerning virginity, as well 
as of martyrdom and about charity, about patience, the Lord's Prayer and so forth. He suf-
fered and died at the time of Valerian and Galian in the year 258 A.D. Before his death, he 
prayed to God, blessed the people and left twenty-five gold coins to be given to the execu-
tioner who would behead him. The unattainable greatness and generosity of a true Chris-
tian! 
 
Reflection 
 
Christians do not believe in kismet, fate or destiny. Even if God determines the chief lines 
of our life, He, according to our prayers and merits, can change them. Thus, He prolonged 
King Hezekiah's life for fifteen years: "Go and say to Hezekiah, thus said the Lord, the God 
of David Your father, I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears: behold I will add 
unto your days fifteen years" (Isaiah 38:5), and to the Venerable Dius (July 19) he likewise 
prolonged his life for fifteen years. God extended the life of St. Basil the Great, according 
to the prayer of the saint for one day until he baptized the Jew, Joseph, his physician. But, 
as God can, by prayer, prolong life, so He can shorten it because of sin. Emperor Anasta-
sius adhered to the Severian heresy, so called the Acephalites (the headless ones), who 
spread the foolishness that the Church does not need bishops and priests but rather that eve-
ryone unto himself is a bishop and a priest and that everyone has the right, in his own way, 
to interpret Holy Scripture and to teach others as he understands and believes. In vain did 
St. John the Patriarch counsel the emperor to return to the truth of Orthodoxy, and not only 
did the emperor not accept the counsel but rather ill-treated the patriarch in various ways 
and contemplated to have him banished. One night, the emperor saw in a dream an awe-
some man on an exalted throne, who held a book in his hand. This man opened the book, 
found the name of Emperor Anastasius and said: "I have wanted to permit you to live for a 
while longer but, because of your heresy, behold, I am erasing fourteen years from your 
life." And he erased something from the book. Terrified, the emperor jumped up from his 
dream and related his dream to his followers. After a few days, thunder struck the em-
peror's place and killed Emperor Anastasius. 
 
Taken From The Prologue of Ochrid,  


