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 W e e k l y  B u l l e t i n  

The Parable of the Merciful 
King  

 
Troparion of the Resurrection, 

Tone 2 
 
When Thou didst descend to 
death, O Life Immortal, Thou 
didst slay hell with the splendor 
of Thy Godhead!  And when 
from the depths Thou didst raise 
the dead, all the powers of 
heaven cried out:  O Giver of 
Life! Christ our God! Glory to 
Thee! 
 

Troparion of Annunciation, 
Tone 4 

 
Today is the beginning of our 
salvation, the revelation of the 
eternal mystery!  the Son of God 
becomes the Son of the Virgin as 
Gabriel announces the coming of 
Grace.  Together with him let us 
cry to the Theotokos:  Rejoice, 
O Full of Grace, the Lord is with 
you. 

 
Kontakion of Annunciation,   

Tone  8 
 
O Victorious Leader of trium-
phant hosts!  We, your servants 
delivered from evil, sing our 
grateful thanks to you, O The-
otokos!  As you possess invinci-
ble might set us free from every 
calamity so that we may sing:  
Rejoice, O Unwedded Bride! 
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The 11th Sunday after Pentecost,   
August 24th,  Tone 2; Matt. 18:23-35 

 
“Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us.”   This 
petition from the Lord’s Prayer is illustrated by the parable from the gospel for 
the eleventh Sunday after Pentecost (Matt. 18:23-35).  A king calls his servants 
to account:  one of the servants owes him then thousand talents and, as he can-
not pay the debt, he will be sold, together with his family and all his posses-
sions.  The servant begs the king to allow him time to repay, and the king mer-
cifully forgives him the whole debt.  However, the servant, on meeting another 
servant who owes him a very small sum, takes him by the throat and has him 
thrown into prison.  Other servants report this to the king who, in his wrath, 
hands the servant over to the tormentors until the debt is fully paid off:  
“Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellow servant, even as I 
had pity on thee?”  Jesus ends:  “So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also 
unto you, if ye from your hearts forgiven not every one his brother their tres-
passes”.  We shall underline two very striking points in this parable.  God does 
not forgive our debts because we forgive those of our debtors.  Certainly, there 
is continuity, a sequence, a parallel (‘as we forgive…”) between the forgiveness 
which we receive from God and that which we accord to men, but the second is 
not the cause of the first.  God, in his generosity, takes and keeps the initiative 
of forgiveness.  When we ourselves forgive others, it is not “our” own forgive-
ness we grant them.  We allow the divine forgiveness which we ourselves have 
received to “pass through” and beyond us, we make ourselves its instruments:  
for all forgiveness comes from God.  And also, we do not only forgive others 
because they are men, just as we are, but because we are all servants of the 
same King.  Let us, today, examine every fold of our heart, every corner of our 
mind, lest some trespass, some injustice that we have not forgiven lies there.  
We have no right to try to bring to a halt in ourselves the forgiveness that flows 
from the Cross with the blood of the Savior.  We must allow it to flow freely, 
we can make it flow on to others, and especially on to those who may have 
harmed us.  If I do not, how shall I dare to say the Lord’s Prayer through to its 
end?  The forgiveness that God grants me, I can send on beyond myself.  May it 
reach those to whom I would extend it, and then come back and remain with 
me. (From, The Year of the Grace of the Lord, by a Monk of the Eastern 
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Announcements and  
Activities 

 
Catechesis—Wednesday, at 6PM. 
 
Summer Study—will meet this Wednesday, at 
7PM.  
 
Divine Liturgy for the Beheading of the Bap-
tist—Friday, at 6AM.  This day is kept as a 
solemn strict fast day (the fast is broken after 
the liturgy, but without oil and wine).  Rus-
sians have a custom of serving nothing on a 
platter (the head of the Baptist was brought on 
a platter). 
 
Great Vespers—Saturday, at 5:30 PM. 
 
No Matins—Sunday, at 8:30AM 
 
Church School/Adult Education—is on sum-
mer break until late September or early Octo-
ber. 
 
Coffee Hour— This Sunday’s coffee hour is 
being sponsored by Elise and John Russell.  
Next Sunday’s Coffee Hour will be replaced 
by our monthly mini-potluck, bring a little 
something that you enjoy presenting.  
 
Freezer available– Linda Deak has a mint 
condition, upright, energy-efficient freezer that 
she is not using.  She is willing to give it to 
any one who can use it, asking only that they 
make a donation to the church in the amount of 
their choosing. Her number is:  937-2425. 
 
Please pray for… 
Hierarch Nikolai (Soraich)—who is battling 
cancer. Wounded soldier Cody, the son of 
Brian and Kerri Richey. Cody is doing very 
well and challenging himself in ever-new 
physical feats. Natasha—prayer request for a 
person in need.  Tina—a person in need of our 
prayers.  Janie, who has been battling health 
issues. Dan Callaway—health problems. 
Sarah—the sister of John Deak, who has an 
advanced stage of cancer.   Tracy, Robin, and 
Michelle– friends of Lana, who are battling 
cancer and health issues.  Salina– the daughter 
of Lana’s work associate, who suffered a head 
injury and is having seizures.    Ronald—
Matushka’s father who reposed. Natasha—
Olga’s friend, health issues.  Emily – Jesse’s 
sister, who is suffering.  Tsige—and Gobezie 
Goshu Home. Mike Lynne—Joan M. request. 
Departed infant Nicholas. Steve Fetzko—
back problems.  Nicholas and Anthony-
foster boys and their new home. Reposed 
Abbot George.  Reposed Met. Vladimir.  
John Deak—who will have knee surgery on 
August 4th.  Heather, who hasn’t been feeling 
well.  Heather’s sister, Michelle, whose me-
morial anniversary just passed. John Tru-
man—surgery on his back this past week 

“In the great clamor of the world, Thou art my quiet song, which I strain to hear…” (St. Nikolai Velimirovich) 

Church) 
  

From the Lives of the Saints… The Priestly-Martyr Eutyches 
 
Eutyches was one of the lesser apostles and was born in Sebastopol. He was a disci-
ple and imitator of the Apostle John the Theologian and the Apostle Paul. Even 
though he is not numbered among the seventy apostles, nevertheless, he is called an 
apostle because he was a disciple of the great apostles and, because in his evangeli-
cal service, he displayed true apostolic zeal. Consecrated a missionary bishop, St. 
Eutyches traveled much, having, an angel as his companion. In prison, he received 
heavenly bread from an angel. When his body was scrapped with a serrated iron rod, 
blood flowed from him with unusual fragrant myrrh. He was thrown into a fire and 
before wild beasts and finally beheaded with a sword in Sebastopol. 
 
The Holy Female Martyr Syra 
 
Syra was a kinswoman of St. Mary Golinduc (July 12). She was a Persian from the 
town of Hirhaselevkosa and the daughter of a eminent fire-worshipping pagan priest. 
Reared in paganism, the virgin Syra learned of Christ from poor Christian women 
and her heart became inflamed with love for the Lord. During an illness and while 
she was yet unbaptized, Syra sought dust from the church of a Christian priest but 
the priest refused for she was yet unbaptized. Then, with great faith, she touched the 
vestments of the priest and was healed. That miraculous healing confirmed her even 
more in the Faith of Christ. But her soul-less father handed her over to harsh tortures 
during which she received courage and comfort from heavenly visions. She was 
strangled with a rope by force and then drowned in the year 558 A.D. during the 
time of the Persian Emperor Chozroesi I at the age of eighteen. And so this holy vir-
gin gloriously finished her earthly journey and took up habitation in the heavenly 
angelic habitation. 
 
Reflection 
 
If you were to ask many people why they do not go to Church to pray, they will gen-
erally answer you: I have no time, I have to work! Just look at those people who 
only work and do not go to Church, placing their trust only in their work and com-
pare them with those who divide their time between work and prayer and you will 
quickly be convinced that the latter are more well off and, what is more important, 
they are more satisfied. It is said about two neighboring tailors how unequal they 
were according to their work and prayer and according to their wealth and satisfac-
tion. One of them had a large family and the other was a bachelor. The first had the 
habit of going to church every morning for prayer and the bachelor never went to 
church. Not only did the first work less but was even less a skillful master than the 
other. He had enough of everything and the other lacked everything. The first one 
asked the other how is it that he has everything although he works less? The one 
who prays to God (Bogomoljac a devout person) responded that he attends church 
every day and, along the way, finds lost gold and he invited his neighbor, the bache-
lor, to go with him to prayer and they will share the discovered gold. Both neighbors 
began to attend church regularly and soon both became equal in abundance as well 
as in satisfaction. Naturally, they found no gold along the way but the blessing of 
God multiplies the abundance of true devout men. Those who: "Seek first the King-
dom of God and His righteousness" (St. Matthew 6:31), God adds and multiplies all 
that is necessary for their physical life.       Taken From The Prologue of Ochrid,  


