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 W e e k l y  B u l l e t i n  

Sunday of the Fathers 
of Nicea  

 
Troparion of the Resurrection, 

Tone 6 
 
The angelic powers were at Thy 
tomb.  The guards became as 
dead men.  Mary stood by Thy 
grave, seeking Thy most pure 
Body.  Thou didst capture hell, 
not being tempted by it.  Thou 
didst come to the Virgin grant-
ing Life.  O Lord who didst rise 
from the dead: Glory to Thee! 
 

Troparion of The Holy  
Fathers, Tone 8 

 
Most glorious art Thou, O 
Christ our God! Thou hast es-
tablished the Holy Fathers as 
lights on the earth! Through 
them Thou hast guided us to the 
true faith! O greatly Compas-
sionate One, glory to Thee! 
 
 

Kontakion of the Annuncia-
tion, Tone 8 

 
O Victorious Leader of trium-
phant hosts!  We, your servants 
delivered from evil, sing our 
grateful thanks to you, O The-
otokos!  As you possess invin-
cible might set us free from 
every calamity so that we may 
sing:  Rejoice, O Unwedded 
Bride! 
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Sunday after Ascension, Tone 6, 
May 27, John 17:1-13 

The Sunday which follows the Ascension - sixth Sunday after Easter 
Sunday itself - is called ‘Sunday of the Holy Fathers’. It commemo-
rates the bishops who sat at the Council of Nicaea, the first in date of 
the seven ecumenical councils.  
 The councils, and, independently of each council considered by 
itself, the idea of council in itself, have a great importance for the Or-
thodox Church. But the Council of Nicaea holds a very special place in 
the history of Christian doctrine: for, in affirming the divinity of 
Christ, it laid the foundation of all subsequent definitions. The great 
temptation of ‘modern’ theology, since the sixteenth century, has been, 
if not a return to Arianism, at least a sliding towards a ‘humanist’ con-
ception of the person of Jesus Christ, who is seen as a more or less di-
vinized creature. The Nicene Creed, in proclaiming that our Lord is 
truly God, equal to the Father, safeguards the integral message of love 
and of the divine gift: God so loved the world that he gave himself to 
us, and became man in the person of the unique Son. To change a sin-
gle iota of the Nicene Creed is to diminish the grandeur and generosity 
of God’s gift, it is to alter the essence of Orthodox Christianity radi-
cally. 
 The commemoration of the Fathers of Nicaea, this Sunday, 
does not mean that the Church proclaims or honors the personal sanc-
tity of each one of the bishops who took part. Rather, the Church pays 
homage today to the collective witness that the Assembly of Nicaea 
bore to Christian truth. The epistle read at the liturgy (Acts 20:16-
18,28-36) alludes to the duties of pastoral care, especially to the duty 
of combating doctrinal deviations: ‘Take heed therefore unto your-
selves, and to all the flock, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his 
own blood. For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous 
wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own 
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away dis- 

http://www.odox.org


Announcements and  
Activities… 

 
Saturday Great Vespers of Holy Pentecost-  
at 5:30PM. 
 
Church School-Adult Education– now re-
cessed for the summer. 
 
Matins—Sunday, at 8:30 AM.  
 
Divine Liturgy for Pentecost— Sunday, at 
10AM. 
 
Kneeling Vespers—will follow the Divine 
Liturgy.  The prayers of this beautiful Ves-
pers, so we are told by our fathers in the 
faith, reach Hades itself.  
 
Coffee Hour— This Sunday’s Coffee Hour 
is being sponsored by Gabriella Michaila. 
Next Sunday’s coffee hour will be sponsored 
by Mike Meko. 
 
Congratulations to Kelly and Jessie– on the 
occasion of their little Anthony James’ bap-
tism.  May paradise consume him. 
 
Maria Stanciolescu Memorial — yearly 
memorial for her departed husband Constan-
tine.  The service will be held on Saturday, at 
4PM, with refreshments to follow. 
 
Parish Council— met last week.  Council 
appointed fundraising for the memorial can-
dle holder needed to complete our Golgotha.  
We hope we’ll be able to raise the $1,500 
needed to purchase this needed item.   
 
Please pray for… 
Hierarch Nikolai (Soraich)—who is bat-
tling cancer.  Marie, Mike Tscheekar’s mom.  
Elena and Alexander– whose daughter is 
suffering from a mental illness. Matushka 
Lila Regan-who is battling cancer.  
Wounded soldier Cody, the son of Brian 
and Kerri Richey. Michelle and Julio—The 
babies, Christian and Sophia, are doing well:  
gaining weight and developing. Scott– for 
whom someone in the parish requested 
prayers. John Truman—who is recovering 
from surgery. Carolyn– a friend of Kerrie 
and Brian’s who is battling cancer.  Su-
sanne—also a friend of the Richeys, who is 
battling cancer. The Newly-Born Petra—
Helen and BasilManolas’ new granddaugh-
ter.  Reposed Anna– Maria’s mother. Areta 
and Ion—Maria’s relatives.  Areta is battling 
health issues. Newly-reposed Tony Pece-
vich—the husband of our dear Jennie.  
Please continue to pray.  Jennie and Tony 
were married for 59 years. Clint—who had 
out-patient surgery this past week.  Maria 
Stanciolescu   

ciples after them. Therefore watch . . .’. Thus spake Paul to the elders of 
the church at Ephesus. The gospel for the liturgy (John 17:1-13), taken 
from the words spoken by our Lord after the Last Supper, expresses the 
same pastoral and doctrinal care: ‘This is life eternal, that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent . . . . 
I have given unto them the words that thou gavest me; and they have 
received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee . . . . I 
pray for them . . .’.  
 This Sunday already belongs to the sphere of ideas connected 
with Pentecost rather than with the Ascension, for the catholic Church 
believes that the Council of Nicaea, like the other ecumenical councils 
and the apostles gathered themselves at Jerusalem, taught under the in-
spiration of the Holy Spirit. And the first verse of the epistle for today 
already orients our thoughts towards Pentecost: ‘For he (Paul) hasted, if 
it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost’. To be 
with the apostles at Jerusalem, in spirit, at next Sunday’s great feast - is 
not this what we, too, desire and humbly ask for?  
   
(taken from, The Year of the Grace of the Lord,by A Monk of the East-
ern Church) 
 

From the Lives of the Saints… 

The Hieromartyr Therapon, Bishop of Sardis… 

He brought many Greeks to the Christian faith and was cruelly persecuted by 
the pagans, being starved, imprisoned and flogged. They stripped him and threw 
him to the ground, bound him to four posts and beat him mercilessly, until they 
had stripped the flesh from his bones. However, the martyr still remained alive 
and the four dry posts became green and grew into tall trees from which many 
of the sick received healing. Finally St Therapon was slain like a lamb and en-
tered into the Kingdom, to behold the glory of God in eternity. He suffered with 
honour in the time of Valerian, in about 259. 

2. The Holy Martyrs Theodora and Didymus. 

In the reign of the wicked Emperor Maximilian, there lived in Alexandria a 
maiden, Theodora, well-educated and of noble lineage. She was brought to trial 
before the pagans for her Christian faith. After long interrogation and torture for 
the Faith, the prince, her tormentor, ordered that she be thrown into a brothel 
and the soldiers given free access to her to indulge their carnal lusts. Theodora 
prayed fervently to God to save her from defilement, and, when she had prayed, 
a soldier called Didymus came in to her and told her that he was a servant of 
Christ. He dressed her in his soldier's garb and himself in her dress, then let her 
out and remained in the brothel himself. He was seized and brought before the 
judge, where he acknowledged that he was a Christian and had saved Theodora, 
and was now prepared to die for Christ. He was condemned to death and taken 
out to the place of execution. Theodora ran up to him there and cried out: 
'Although you saved my honour, I did not ask you to save me from death. Yield 
the martyr's death to me!' Didymus replied: 'My beloved sister, do not hinder 
my death for Christ, nor the washing of my sins in my blood.' Hearing this ex-
change, the pagans condemned them both to death, and they were beheaded and 
their bodies burned. They suffered with honour and received eternal wreaths of 
glory in Alexandria in the year 304. (taken from the Prologue) 


