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 W e e k l y  B u l l e t i N  

Sunday after Nativity 
 

Troparion of the Resurrection, 
Tone 5 

 
Let us, the faithful, praise and 
worship the word, coeternal 
with the Father and the Spirit, 
born for our salvation from the 
Virgin; for He willed to be 
lifted up on the Cross in the 
flesh, to endure death, and to 
raise the dead, by His glorious 
Resurrection. 

 
Troparion of Nativity of 

Christ, Tone 4  
 
Thy Nativity, O Christ our 
God, has shown to the world 
the light of wisdom; for by it 
those who worshipped the stars 
were taught by a star to adore 
Thee, the Sun of Righteous-
ness, and to know Thee, the 
Orient from on High.  O Lord, 
glory to Thee! 
 

Kontakion of Nativity,  
Tone 3 

 
Today the Virgin gives birth to 
the Transcendent One, and the 
earth offers a cave to the Unap-
proachable One!  Angels with 
shepherds glorify Him!  The 
wise men journey with the star, 
since for our sake the Preeter-
nal God was born as a little 
Child. 
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The 30th Sunday after Pentecost, 
December 30th,  Tone 5,  Matt. 2:13-23 

 
The Sunday which follows December  25th is dedicated to the commemoration of 
three members of Christ’s earthly family:  the prophet David; the Apostle James, 
“brother” of the Lord; and St. Joseph, the husband of Mary, and foster-father of Je-
sus. 
 
David is not only and ancestor of Christ.  As a shepherd, he prefigures Jesus the 
Good Shepherd.  As King, he mysteriously announces the royalty of Christ.  As an 
adulterer and murderer, he is the type of the repentant sinner.  As the author of the 
Psalms (or at any rate, some of them), he has bequeathed to the Synagogue and the 
Christian Church a type of prayer, of adoration in spirit and truth, that Jesus Himself 
used, and in which all generations have found expression for the deepest longings of 
their souls. 
 
James, “brother” of the Lord, was head of the first Christian community in Jerusa-
lem.  His name reminds us of the link which connects us with the Church of Jerusa-
lem, with that of the first century as much as with that of the twentieth century.  An-
tioch and Alexandria, Rome and Constantinople are great and venerable names in the 
history of the Christian Church; but it is from Jerusalem that we are first de-
scended… 
 
The person of St. Joseph has had less attention and homage paid to him in the east 
than in the Roman West.  We know very few things about Joseph.  But the Gospel 
tells us that he was a just man, obedient to the angelic messages, careful to protect 
Jesus and Mary.  We could, with advantage, grant him a greater place in our devo-
tions.  He is the most eminent representative of what one might call the holiness of 
the layman, which is neither the holiness of an apostle, nor that of a bishop or priest, 
nor that of a monk— all of whom are so abundantly commemorated in the ecclesias-
tical calendar— but is that of the head of a family, of the man who plies a trade and 
earns his daily bread.  St. Joseph is the natural protector of Christian families, of 
workmen, of those whose food is not assured.  For he fed Jesus and May, as, for-
merly, the patriarch Joseph, in Egypt, fed his brothers and father in time of famine.  
Tradition also links the name of St. Joseph with Egypt:  the flight into Egypt is the 
theme of the gospel for this day (Matt. 2:13-23).   
 
This episode is not without its difficulty for historical exegesis, but we can find in it 
a very clear spiritual teaching for ourselves.  The angel commands us, as he did Jo-
seph:  “Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt”.  That is 
to say, renounce your sin and your slackness: take into your soul the Jesus you saw 
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Announcements and  
Activities 

 
Liturgy for the Circumcision of Christ and 
St. Basil—Tuesday, January 1st, at 8AM. 
 
Divine Liturgy on the Eve of Epiphany– 
Saturday, at 8AM. The blessing of Waters 
will follow. 
 
Epiphany Vigil—Saturday, January 5th, at 
5:30PM.  
 
Epiphany Divine Liturgy— Sunday, at 
10AM. 
 
Coffee Hour— This Sunday’s Coffee Hour 
is being sponsored by Mike Tscheekar . 
Next Sunday’s coffee hour will be spon-
sored by Maria Stanciolescu.  
 
Church School/Adult Ed.—Sunday, Janu-
ary 6th, at 9AM. 
 
 Please pray for… 
 
His Emminence Jonah, our now retired 
Metropolitan.  The OCA Chancery staff. 
Hierarch Nikolai (Soraich)—who is bat-
tling cancer. Marie, Mike Tscheekar’s 
mom.  Matushka Lila Regan-who is bat-
tling cancer. Wounded soldier Cody, the 
son of Brian and Kerri Richey. Michelle 
and Julio—The babies, Christian and 
Sophia, are doing well:  gaining weight and 
developing. Scott– for whom someone in 
the parish requested prayers. Carolyn– a 
friend of Kerrie and Brian’s who is battling 
cancer.  Susanne—also a friend of the 
Richeys, who reposed. The Newly-Born 
Petra—Helen and Basil Manolas’ new 
granddaughter.  Areta and Ion—Maria’s 
relatives.  Areta is battling health issues. 
Reposed Veselin Kesich—Fr. Lawrence’s 
professor of New Testament while he was 
at St. Vladimir’s Seminary. Maria Stan-
ciulescu. Recovering Natasha—prayer 
request for a person in need.  Tina—a per-
son in need of our prayers.  Archimandrite 
Meletios and the brotherhood of St. John 
Monastery. Paul Repucci—our beloved 
Paul had a construction accident in Ethio-
pia.  He fractured (not broke) his foot.  
Jivka– who underwent surgery this past 
week.  John Deaks, Bea’s father – who is 
battling ongoing health issues. Linda De-
aks, Bea’s mother, who had a fall off of a 
step-ladder.  Nothing broken, but she was in 
a lot of pain.  Natasha– a friend of Olga’s 
who is battling arthritis. Reposed Patri-
arch Ignatius, Reposed Patriarch 
Maxim. Reposed infant Braden. 

at Bethlehem and Mary, whom you must never separate from her Son; flee the 
evil and the temptations that surround you; set yourself a hidden retired, silent 
life, a life of intimacy with the small child and his mother — and also with Jo-
seph.   
 
May the life of the Holy Family, whether in Egypt, or later in Nazareth, become 
and inspiration and a model for us. 
  
(taken from The Year of Grace of the Lord, by an Monk of the Eastern Church) 
 

From the Lives of the Saints...The Holy Martyr 
Anysia. 
 
Born in Salonica of wealthy and eminent parents, she was brought up in 
the Christian faith. She was orphaned young, and gave herself over to 
pondering on God and prayer in her own home. Fired with the love of 
Christ, she often said: 'Oh, how false is the life of youth, for you either 
create scandal or are scandalised. Better is age, but oh, I am seized with 
sorrow at the length of time that separates us from heaven!' She sold her 
goods and gave away the proceeds to the poor, and herself lived from the 
labour of her own hands. She kept strict fasts, slept very little and always 
wept in prayer. When sleep overtook her, she said to herself: 'It is danger-
ous to sleep while the enemy keeps vigil.' At that time, the wicked Em-
peror Maximian issued a decree that any man was free to kill Christians 
when and where he came across them, without trial or sentence. This holy 
maiden once went out into the street to go to church. It was the day of a 
pagan festival of the sun. A soldier saw her fairness of face and went up 
to her with impure lust, asking her name. She made the sign of the Cross 
and said to him: 'I am Christ's handmaid, and I'm going to church.' When 
the impudent soldier came closer and began to speak as one deranged, she 
pushed him away and spat in his face. The soldier aimed a blow at her 
with his sword, and ran her through under the rib. This holy maiden suf-
fered in 298 and was buried by Christians, and was crowned with a 
wreath of glory by God in the heavenly Kingdom. A church was built 
over her grave. 
 
Our Holy Mother Theodora of Constantinople. 
 
She was a nun and a servant of St Basil the New (March 26th). After her 
death, she appeared to St Gregory, a disciple of St Basil's, and wrote 
down for him the details of all the twenty toll-gates through which her 
soul had passed until, helped by St Basil's prayers, she had entered into 
eternal rest. She left this world on December 30th, 940. 
 
The Holy Apostle Timon. 
 
One of the seven deacons (Acts 6:5), and of the Seventy Apostles, he was 
made bishop of Bostra in Arabia an there preached the Gospel, enduring 
much ill-treatment at the hands of the pagans. He was thrown into fire, 
but remained unharmed. He finally died by crucifixion, and entered into 
the kingdom of Christ. 
 
Taken from The Prologue, by St. Nikolai Velimirovich 


